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fhe declaration of war by the British Government on 
3rd September 1939, was quickly followed by similar 
declarations by the governments of the main Commonwealth 
countries: Australia and New Zealand on the same day, 
South Africa on the 6th and Canada on the 10th. While 
other Commonwealth countries may have had no difficulty in 
coming to such a decision, the Union of South Africa was 
> : split traumatically and only the personality of one man < 


General Smuts —- made it possible. 


fhe country had been ruled for the previous five 
years by a Coalition government of which General Hertzog 
was Prime Minister and Smuts his Deputy and Minister of 
Justice; Oswald Pirow had been its Minister of Defence. 
Dr. Malan, although heir-apparent to Hertzog in the old 
Nationalist Party, had refused to serve under his former 
leader and had split away to form a small group of his own 
known as the Purified Nationalist Party. 


According to J.C. Smuts, his father's biographer, ‘') 
through the intervening years, between 1934 and 1939 
"Nazism was gradually growing in South Africa. Agents 
were widespread and they were indulging in fairly open 
propaganda methods. They were enabled to do this not only 
because @ portion of the populace, sympathised with then, 
but because, in the very Cabinet itself, there were those 


who were tolerant of the germ...” ‘There was a Trade 


Treaty with Germany and many German tourists whose 
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activities were net above suspicion; also a fair number of 
German settlerse ‘The Greyshirt Movement had been founded 
by Weichardt, and were actively training as a quasi- 
military body; soon too @ Fascist Blackshirt Movement 
sprang up and gained considerable support. 


In May 1938 came a general election. Fear of events 
in the outside world did much to unite the country behind 
the Coalition (or Fusion) government and the United Party, 
but within the Cabinet was a perceptible lack of harmony. 
By this time the press was openly critical of Germany, 
much to the annoyance of Hertzog and his adherents; not 
only did the Prime Minister cable apologies to Hitler but 
started to draft leglislation to curb the press. From the 
time of the Czech crisis onwards the question of 
neutrality was in the forefront of debate: Hertzog and his 
followers were of the opinion that neutrality was a 
practicability in time of war, the British element in 
Parliament insisted it was an impossibility; the Malanites 
were loud in their demmciations of those who said they 
would fight by the side of Great britain — “was not 
England the only country that had ever attacked South 


Africa?" As war approached it became a burning issue. 2) 


Hertzog and his followers were determined at all 
costs to remain neutral. On September 2nd, having 
eonducted a secret poll of adherents in the House and been 
promised the support of the ‘Purifieds*, they believed 
they had a majority vote on the issue, and confronted 


Smuts with their plans, without, however, revealing the 


Malanite support they expected. Smuts said flatly that 
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neutrality was impossible, ‘>? A Cabinet meeting was 
called and the argument continued on the following day 
(3rd); on Monday 4th Parliament met and were addressed by 
General Hertzoge He regretted, he said, that “there 
appeared to be a serious difference” in the Cabinet, an 
“unbridgeable division ... It must not be forgotten that 
we are concerned here in a war in which the Union has not 
the slightest interest ... Imgland has certain obligations 
towards Poland. We have no such obligations «.. it is 
urged we should take part in the war because the German 
Chancellor has demonstrated that he is out to obtain world 
domination eee Where can we find proof?" He went on to 
justify the German seizure of the Rhineland, Austria, 
Czechoslovakia and Danzig and spoke of the “monster of the 
Treaty of Versailles”. Finally he moved “that this House 
approves and accepts as the policy of the Government of 
the Union that the existing relations between the Union of 
South Africa and the various belligerent countries will, 
in so far as the Union is concerned, persist unchanged and 


continue as if no war is being waged ..."'4? 


Smuts opposed the motion and proposed an amendment: 
“that this House declares that the policy of the Union in 
this crisis shall be based on the following principles and 


considerations, viz: 


"(1) It is in the interests of the Union that its 
relations with the German Keich should be 
severed and that the Union should refuse to 
adopt an attitude of neutrality in this 
conflict. 
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"(2) The Union should carry out the obligations to 
which it has agreed, and continue its 
co-operation with its friends and associates in 
the British Commonwealth of Nations ..." 

When the motion was put to the Vote the Smuts amendment 
was carried by @ majority of 50 votes to 67. Hertzog 
tendered his resignation to the Governor General who 
called upon Smuts to form a new government. On the 6th of 


Jeptember the Union declared war, °>? 


it is said that when Hitler heard this he laughed ! 
Not surprisingly in view of the Union's total 
unpreparedness for combat. When Smuts himself took over 
the Ministry of Defence from Pirow, who had held the 
portfolio for six years, the Air Force consisted of two 
Blenheim bombers, 26 long~obsolete Hawker Furies and 
Harts, several converted Junker air liners and a handful 
of trainers; there were two demonstration tanks from the 
First World War, two armoured ears of the same Vintage and 
artillery which had seen much service in that conflict; 
the permanent Army consisted of 1,350 men, beyond whose 
equipment there were no uniforms and few rifles; two of 
the principal ports, Zast London and Port tlizabeth, were 
without a single gun for defence; the Navy consisted of 
the engineless training-ship the General Botha, moored 





permanently at Simonstown. Although Pirow had visited 
Gurope and seen the massive strength of German and Italian 
forces and had made defence plans on a grand Pan-African 
scale, nothing had been done ~ go great was his 
determination that South Africa should not ZO tO war ~ and 
his £3,000,000 Defence Vote was practically intact, ‘© 
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in addition to the task of recruiting, equipping and 
training the forces, Smuts had to organise the mmitions 
industry and overhaul the country, to build up its 
organisations from scratch. At the same time he was 
actively engaged in dealing with internal security 
neasures necessitated by such subversive organisations as 
the Ossewa Brandwag and the Afrikaner Broederbond, ‘?? if 
ever & country had a builtein Fifth Colum it was South 


Africae 


the secret society known as the APRIZANER BROEDERBOND 
was founded in 1918 on “the roek of Jesus" to bring about 
"the fulfilment of South Africa's Godegiven destiny"; it 
was “accountable only to God". Ite goal was to be 
achieved by promoting the interests of Afrikaners in every 
sphere of domestic, economic and recreational life in 
South Africa. its ultimate aim was an Afrikaner-speaking 
Republic independent of the British Commonwealth, in which 
the Afrikaans section of the community would be completely 
dominante In 1934 it was described by Hertzog (who banned 
it) as “a secret conclave for the furtherance of race~= 
hatred and national dissension", and, in 1944, by Snumts 
(who also banned it) as a “dangerous, cunning, political, 
fascist organisation of which no public servant, if he is 
to retain his loyalty to the State and Administration, can 


be allowed to be & member." In fact the Broederbond had 
penetrated deeply into the higher ranks of the Civil 
service, into the Police and other public bodies, and, 
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above @ll, had taken almost complete control of 
education.* It had the strong backing of the Dutch Keform 
Chureh in spite of the fact that it was run on Masonic 
lines with an elaborate and gruesome initiation ceremony 
(which included flashing lights and bloody daggers), and a 
system of secret recognition signs for the various degrees 


of membershipe 


It is unnecessary here to touch on its various 
political manoeuvres and it is sufficient to add that it 
was anti-British, anti-black, anti-war and, in its more 
extreme manifestations, pro-German. Only Smuts’ strong 
rule during the war, and internal dissensions within its 
own ranks, delayed its further progress. The extremists, 
as typified by the OSSiWA BRANDWAG (Ox-Waggon Guard) and 
Pirow's New Order were a grave security problem and 
provided the basis of several German espionage and 


(8) 


sabotage networks. 





*Nor was omuts wrong when he accused the Bond of being 
“the underground movement of the Nationalist Party". in 
the 1948 election, when his United Party was defeated, 60 
of the 93 Nationalist candidates were members of the 
Bond = including the new Prime Minister, Dr. Malan, out of 
whose Cabinet of 14 seven were "Brothers". By the time 
oa. Verwoed became Premier this had risen to eleven out of 
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The CSSEWA BRANDWAG (0.B.) came into being in 
December 1938: the centenary of the Great Trek. At the 
outset the movement was cultural but it developed rapidly 
along Nationalist lines and by the beginning of the war 
had become a para-military organisation with its various 
leaders holding ‘military’ titles. This change in 
direction brought about a change of leadership and in 
January 1941 Dr. J.F.d. VAN RENSBURG, a distinguished 
Afrikaner, ex-secretary for Justice, and former 
administrator of the Orange Free State, became head of the 
0.8. under the title of ‘Commandant—General’. In its 
early stages the 0.B. and Dr. Malan’s Nationalists worked 
together but towards the end of 1941, after sharp 
differences of opinion, the partnership broke up. 9? 
Politically the two sides were poles apart: Malan'’s 
Reunited Party seeking power through parliamentary 
machinery, while the 0.8. aimed at political power, with a 
frankly National Socialist ideology, by revolutionary 
sciehas © Oee Already in 1939—40 an inner circle of persons 
pledged to militant action had grown up called the 
STURMJAERS (Storm Troops). VAN RENSBURG, on taking over 
the command of the 0.5., also became head of this bunch of 
desperados: although, if necessary, he was able to express 
complete ignorance of their actions. ‘'?) 


During the war years many acts of sabotage which took 
place in the Union were traced back to 0.3. members, but 
there Was never proof that these were not undertaken by 


individual hotheads, ' '2) Por example, the gang of 


saboteurs which was preparing to undertake extensive 
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sabotage of the Durban port installations in February 1942 
were under the direction of, and indeed largely composed 
of, members of the sturmgazRs, §13) And when, in June 
1941, Kobey LIEBRANDT landed in the Union with an Abwehr 
sabotage mission, his first action was to contact high 
O.B. officials, including VAN RENSBURG (who, oddly enough 


(14) Reporting on this to the 


betrayed him to the Police). 
German Consul General in Lourengo Warques, VAN RENSBURG 
offered as an excuse for this action that LIEBRANDT was 
‘making a bad impression and endangering the cause ee." 
thet he was threatening various 0.5. officers and also 
HAMLET (the agent ELFERINK) whose photograph he 
(LISPRANDT) was carrying. ‘'5) This message places VAN 
RENSBURG fair and square in the middle of the espionage 
picture, showing as it does his connection on the one hand 
with the German Consulate in Portuguese fast Africa, and 
on the other with the agents LIEBRANDT and ELFERINK. As 
was later to become known, he was also in contact from an 
early date with the (I.M.) agent ROOSZBOOM (who he 
subsequently had murdered); ' 16) and that the W/7T set or 
sete operated under the coverename FLIX by the agents 
Lothar SIT?IG and Olaf PAASCHE were, at any rate part of 


the time, located on his own farn,‘'7) Ke 


was visited by 
two of the more notorious German ‘escapers’ Walter 

KRAIZIZEX and Hans wassar; 18) and, in the summer of 1942, 
is on record as remarking that “only a German victory can 


possibly bring about the realisation of our hopes wean! 19) 
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Incidentally the 0.8. were deeply implicated in a 
number of escapes from internment by various young 
Germans, including the five named above = ROOSEBOON, 
SITTIG, PAASCHE, KRAIZIZEK and MASSER. Others who got 
away and play a later part in the story include: Olaf 
ANDRESEN, Gunther KREBS, Raabe von TIELE~WINCKLER, 
Christoph von MUTIUS, Pieter ARCOeZINNEBURG, Hubert xXOLB 
and Werner PReHsE, 2°) For these and many others the 0.5. 
provided the conniving campeguards, the ‘safe houses’ and 
the passeurs who escorted the escapers to the P.f.A- 


@ border or elsewhere. 


After such a category of crimes attributable to the 
O.Be, it is something of an anti-climax to return to the 
activities - also considered sinister at the time ~ of 
Oswald Pirow and his New Order Party. This group had 
hived off from the Nationalists in 1942 to await, 
hopefully, successful German developments in the war, 21) 


Pirew is described in an undated K.S.5. note of about 


Marech 1943 as becoming “more and more revolutionary; but 





his politics seem at present both more skilful than those 





of Malan and more complex than those of renspure (22) 

But Smuts, with his usual political wisdom, turned the 
whole United Party machine against Firow, pouring scorn, 
criticism and ridicule on him, concentrating on his 
(Pirow's) failure to carry out the defence plan he had 
announced in 1934. "I have no objection to the plan 
itself", Smuts declared. “I will fulfil it just as I have 
fulfilled other promises made and broken by iir. Pirow eee 
tix. Pirow dreamed for five years, publicly and before ali 
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the country ... Now we are working day and night, not to 
make & plan, but to make an Army. That was Mr. Pirow's 
duty in those five years ... Ye have to do it today." (23) 


Pirow remained an untiring preacher of anti-war 
propaganda, but he had been deflated and killed 
politically and never succeeded in staging a recovery, 24) 


it is only fair to record that in spite of the 
AFRIKANER BROEDERBOND, the OSsiwA BRANDWAG and the New 
Order Farty, the Army was made. By 1942 there were 
150,000 Suropean men in full-time units and before the end 
of the war this figure had passed the 200,000 mark, of 
whom, strangely perhaps, two-thirds were of Afrikaans 
parentage. if one bears in mind that South Africa's total 
Zuropean male population between the ages of twenty and 
sixty, was only 570,000, and that all men in the forces 
were volunteers, the extent of this effort will be better 
appreciated. Of this Army over 100,000 saw active service 
abroad, mostly in the Middle fast; and, in the latter part 
of the war, the Union became a big manufacturing centre of 
war materials, turning out a variety of ammunition, field 


guns and armoured cars, $29) 


in spite of this most laudable effort, it is clear 
that the Union could never be described as one of the 
“argenalis of democracy". jihat must now be examined are 
the targets available for the German Intelligence Services 


in South Africa and how successful their espionage/ 


sabotage efforts were. Apart from giving strong 
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encouragement to the ready-made subversive organisations 
and thereby embarrassing the Union Government and forcing 
them to retain troops in the country which might otherwise 
have been employed abroad, the obvious target of both 
espionage and sabotage was of course shipping. ‘ith the 
Mediterranean virtually closed after the italian 
declaration of war in June 1940, most of the Middle East 
traffic made what Mr. Churchill called “the long haul 
round the Cape”. Huge armadas of ships and many hundreds 
of thousands of troops in passage passed through the South 


African ports =- 6,500 ships put in for repairs or 


(26) 


replenishment during the first two years alone. it 


was not, however, until Japan came into the war in 


December 1941 that the London authorities showed signs of 


acute alarn.\??? 


A special conference on Security in South Africa was 
held on 27.1.42 under the auspices of the Swinton 


Committee, ‘72) and a telegram to Lord Harlech was drafted 


outlining the new situations ‘29? 


“Japan's entry into the war has increased very 
considerably the dangers to shipping in the Indian 
Ocean, and has made security problems in South 
African ports, particularly Durban, a matter of 
paramount importance. These dangers include not only 
enemy operations at sea, but sabotage, mischief~ 
making among crews and all other subversive and 
espionage activities ashore, and especially the 
communication of information about ships’ movements. 


"As the Prime Minister [smts ] is aware, the Germans 
have a widespread sabotage organisation linked with 
their agents in many countries and German agents are 
now working in conjunction with the Japanese. We 
know that the Germans have agents in Portuguese Last 
Africa, and we are doing all we can to ensure the 
safety of British ships in Beira and Lourengo 
Marques e 
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"ia the Prime Minister knows from information we have 
interchanged, German agents in Portuguese Cast Africa 
are in contact with German agents in the Union oo." 
The telegram went on to suggest various security 
arrangements which might be acceptable to the south 
African Government, e.g. the appointment of an 5.1.0. and 
possibly an officer versed in port security. ‘“... neither 
of these proposals is intended in any way to cut across 
the close existing liaison between Naval Intelligence and 


the Union authorities ee." 


Three months later a further meeting was ne1q‘ 3°) and 
a suggestion by the Admiralty that Smuts should be asked 
to consent to the appointment of British 5.C.0s and Field 
Seeurity personnel at Cape Town and Durban was vetoed. It 
was pointed out that the South African authorities had 
recently refused the offer of a port security expert while 
accepting an 5.1.0. Colonel Webster who had been 
appointed to this post was @n expert on port security and 
the suggestion was adopted that if a shipping security 
expert could be found he should be sent out by the 


Security Service as an assistant to Webster. 


At this same conference the question of Censorship in 
Seuthern Africa was also considered in the light of a 
report on the security of Commanications, ‘31? Very 


briefly this amounted to the following: 





“CONTROL OF COMMUNICATIONS WITH P.B.A. AND 
Air Wail: Durban ~ Lourengo Marques (censored 
Durban). 


Salisbury ~ Beira (censored Salisbury). 
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Surface Hails All correspondence carried by rail 
passed through British territories 
where mail was censored. 





European Mail: Both directions sent by rail from 
P.Eb.A. to Cape Town and then by sea 
from Cape Town to Lisbon. Censored 
at Cape Towne 





gent by rail. If sent by Portuguese ship from 
P.2.A. to West Africa it might go uncensored. 





ail to the Middle “ast, een eee irag. and 
iran was fully covered at s destination. 


Telegrams: No Portuguese cables — only land~ 
lines passing through British 
territory and therefore 
controlled. 


W S% No radio diffusion between F.E.A. 
: and Madagascar but there was 

radio comnection between F.eA. 
and Lisbon and between F.i.A. and 
Goa and thence to Portugal. No 
control was possible over these 
radio commnications but they 
were subject to partial 
interception at Mauritius. 


Thought to be none but the ¢.P.0. 
eould not confirm this." 





It was pointed out to the meeting‘ 3? that though the 
arrangements already made appeared, on paper, to be as 
complete as possible, in practice they varied in different 
arease it was thought advisable to send an experienced 
officer to Cape Town to act as liaison officer with 


Colonel Lenton, head of the Union Censorship. 


The crucial point about the arrangements outlined 
above was, ©f course, the control it was possible to 
exercise over the cables sent out from the German 
Consulate in Lourengo Harques ~ it was from the 
interception and decoding of these that the whole TROMPKE 
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case was pieced together by British intelligence. 


It was believed by M.I.5 and 53.1.5. that espionage in 
South Africa was controlled and run almost entirely from 
Portuguese Hast Africa, and though this was not wholly 
accurate, it is impossible in recounting the story to 
split the two countries. The investigation, both in 
Tondon and Southern Africa, was complicated by the extreme 
delicacy of the main source of information: the TROMPKL 
B.Js.3 by the political problems posed by the strong anti- 
British, anti-war feelings of a large number of 
influential Afrikaners, both covert and overt, and by the 
infiltration of the police, censorship and other 
Government agencies by the ©.B. and the BROEDEXPOND, which 
made the disclosure of highly confidential information 
hazsardouse Two further difficulties in the counter- 
espionage problem, of a less secret nature, were the ease 
with which the border between the Union and F.#.A. could 
be erossed, and the lack of security in the internment 
camps from which a number of young Germans were able to 
escape to become part of the espionage ‘pool’ operated 


from Lourengo verques. ‘34? 


Although the case is always referred to as THOMPK:, 


the leading German actor was, in fact, Dr. luitpold Wikz. 
At the outbreak of war this doctor of law was working on 


normal consular duties in Pretoria and was granted a safe 


conduct to return to Burope on a Dutch boat; when the ship 


reached Lourengo Warques, however, he was ordered aghore 
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to join the staff of the resident Consul General, Paul 
TROMPKE. WERZ was made Consul and occupied himself with 
South African affairs, reporting political and economic 
news to the Foreign Office in Berlin who needed it, in 
part, for the broadcast service they had started in 
Afrikeans. He was also asked to obtain shipping 


information. *2>? 


These at any rate were the beginnings of 
his activities according to his later confession, ‘25 It 
is known that he was closely connected with Umberto 
CANMPINI, the Italian Consul in Lourengo Harques, who ran a 
network, based on the STEPHANI AGENCY, which also 


concentrated on shipping information. 


Little is known about what was happening in the early 
years of the war because the 8.Js which later gave full 
coverage to the "TROMPKS Case” were not received in any 
quantity in M.I.5 until the end of 1942. The reason for 
this was very simple: at the beginning of the war all 
German diplomatic missions were furnished with one-time 
pads which were, if properly prepared and used (and some 
were not) practically unbreakable. According to the 
History of Diplomatic Sigint “... The increasing 
difficulty of getting one-time pads to recipients which 
the war brought in its train, however, led to the steady 
increase | in the use] of the grundyerfahre ... the Consul 
in Lourengo Warques ran out of supplies during 1942 and 
thence-forward was forced to rely entirely on the double 


additive ( 37 ) eee” And this was breakable. 


Information of a sort did filter through from P.eieAe 


in the pre-intercept era. An Intelligence Summary, dated 


ie wlio ay Mey ‘gd 
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1321240, 63°? quotes @ correspondent as reporting Dre USR2, 
“who is alleged to be a member of the Gestapo", as being 
the chief organiser of German activities in P.u.A. The 
same correspondent suggested that leakage of information 
from the Union passed to Lourengo Marques from where it 
was collated and forwarded to Germany by WEKZ. He (the 
informant) had been told that WSRZ sometimes spent between 
£100 and £200 in cable charges, through the German 
Consulate, in one day ».. Further references, which 
confirm - but add nothing to = this information occur in @ 
MeHeleCe Intelligence Centre summary of 302040, 62? in an 
intercept letter of 15.840, 649? in a report by the South 
African Consul General in Lourenge Marques on 1728.40,(4") 
in an Zast African Intelligence Summary dated 102041, 642? 
and in a B1B Note on Axis Intelligence activities in 
PeBeAee Of 1905042, which stated specifically: ‘43? "eee 
separately, although the cipher is unbroken*, we know of 
course that TROMPKE and WERZ send a large amount of 
comparable material from the German Consulate in Lourengo 
Warques eee” Incidentally it has never been clear how 
deeply Paul TROMPAL himself was implicated in Wii's 
activities, although his signature Was appended to all 
intercepted ables. What is beyond dispute is that i GRZL 
nad a partner, if a junior one, in the Italian Consul, 
umberto cauprnz. ‘43? | 

eee nee A CLC CTC LLL LL 
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The latter did not arrive in Lourengo Hargues until 
December 1941, but, having done so, he set about creating 
an espionage organisation, through one Alfredo MANNA, 


without delay. 


HANNA was an italian national, a musician by 
profession, who had lived for many years in Southern 
Africas; sometimes in Johannesburg and sometimes in 
Lourengo tarquese At the outbreak of war he was managing 
a casino in the latter; his position remained unchanged 
until the entry of Italy into the war when he became 
unpopular with the patrons, most of whom were seamen off 
Allied ships; he contrived to retain his position until a 
year later when resentment of the Italian management of 
the casino (exacerbated by the sinking of a Portuguese 
ship by the Axis) boiled over and MANNA was asked to 
leave. He was paid a small maintenance allowance (£12 a 
month) by the Italian Consulate but remained in straited 
circumstances until recruited by CAMPINI as his principal 
agent, pay=-master and cut-out. He worked in this capacity 
until tay 1943 when he was kidnapped by British agents” 
and put across the Swaziland border where the police were 
waiting for him; he was arrested and finally brought back 
to Camp 020 for interrogation. There he was described as 
a "low type” and proved hard to break. Nevertheless he 


ultimately gave a considerable amount of information <- 
particularly about campinr.‘44)** 





“This is a very good story in its own right but I have 
omitted it, regretfully, as it made him too important. 


**This of course wag ‘usable’ evidence and thus of 
considerable value. 
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Their first joint venture, in January 1942, was to 
find an agent to go to the Union with a wide brief to 
cover the military situation, air force, naval matters, 
the political situation etc.; the agent found by MANNA, 

( Lourengo GONSALVES) was duly recruited and arrangements 
were made for communications and finance. He set off some 
time in February and reached his destination vut the 
material that he sent back was so poor that he was 


aropped. \4?? 


The next project thought up by CAMPINI was to open a 
branch of the STEFANI NiWs AGENCY to “combat local Allied 
propaganda”, LANNA was appointed manager and the agency 
opened on Ist April 1942; a month later he (MANNA) was 
also appointed agent for the German TRANS-OCZAN Nsws 
SERVICE. These legal activities were used as a cloak for 
the shipping espionage ring operated by MANNA through 
various Portuguese sub-agentse in addition CANMPINi was 
employing four other agents who, because of their italian 
nationality, were able to work direct to him at the 
Consulatee incidentally his method of commmication with 
Rome was by direct cable in code; the Consulate account 


for cables and telegrams often exceeding £500 monthiy. ‘46? 


CAMPINI (according to panna ) 647) co-operated very 
closely with WER2Z and was in daily communication with hin, 
either in person or by messenger. Christoph von 
murzus'48) and Hubert xoLp 49) acting as liaison officers 
between the two Consulates. Both these men were escapees 


from Union internment camps and both had official jobs at 


the German Consulate; indeed KOLE was head of the Fress 
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Bureau, controlled the reception of THANS-OCEAN news and 
furnished Wehrmacht communiqués to the local Portuguese 
press. A thoroughly respectable figure =- though he had 


other duties. 


Prom 566042 until 19.8.4} TROMPKE (WERZ) transmitted 
e stream of shipping reports, most of them entirely 
inaccurate, under the title of LO reports. It was 
thought in London, at first, that LEO stood for WERZ 
himself??? but later it was learned (through the 8.ds) 
that LO was the cover=name for Basil gatos!51) . a Greek 
journalist, allegedly working for various British and 
American papers, who was reported to have moved from 
Johannesburg to Lourengo marques to publish a handbook for 
the Yugoslavs (!) Sven WERZ seems toc have had his doubts 
about SATOS since in Pebruary 1943 he asked Berlin for an 
estimate of the value of the LO reports. Berlin replied 
that some further concrete information would enhance them, 
and asked for names of ships etc. Later on they asked 
#2kZ for his own opinion of the reliability of 10's 
sources and, in response, WiRZ named Greek sailors, 
traders, merchants from the Union, and also employees on 
the British and American Consulate staffs; and added that 
many of the statements made by sailors =~ in particular 


reports about convoys - were impossible to check in 


Lourengo liarquese On the other hand many of LUO's reports 
had turned out to be true .o.. fit is not without interest 
that when the British intelligence authorities checked 
Leo's information it was found that the only reports that 


were occasionally true were those obtained from Greek 
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seamen; the rest being almost entirely the product of 


BATOS's fertile imagination.| (52) 


To finish off this story: on 27.8.43 THOMPKE (W2kZ) 
reported to Berlin that DATOS had been expelled from 
P.&.A. ag an undesirable alien; he hoped to travel, via 
Cairo, to Turkey and there report to the German 
authorities. In fact he was expelled for alleged 
Sommunist activities*, and left by air for repatriation to 
Greecee He was arrested on his arrival in Kenya at the 
end of August 1943 and sent to the U.K. for interrogation 
at Camp 020. He was not one of Latchmere House's 
successes, for while freely admitting to living on money 
falsely obtained, he steadfastly refused any information 
of intelligence worth, and as the information against him 
came almost entirely from the B.ds and was therefore 


unusable, little pressure could be brought to bear on 
hime ( a3 


During the fourteen months when W&kkZ had been sending 
out the LEO reports, they had also been passed to CANPINI, 
who, in turn, sent them on to Kome and Lisbon, where they 
were made available to the Japanese, thus giving the 
widest possible circulation to the Axis Powers of 
thoroughly misleading information.‘°4) ‘me BATOS 


organisation of Greek seamen informants was inextricably 





“The BATOS file has been extensively, and unskilfully, 
weeded and it is impossible to say if this charge was 
trumped up between 5.1.3. and the local police = I 
believe it was. 
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entangled with that run by CAMPINI through Alfredo MANDA 
and, according to the latter, the Italian Consul passed 
over all the intelligence he managed to collect to Wshz 


who did not fully reciprocate.‘>>? 


It is quite clear that CAMPINI had not cot much to 
offer to the Germans beyond the usual dockside gossip and 
rumour, with some scraps of genuine information scraped 
together by MANNA‘s Portuguese agentse His own four 
italian agents — Ludovico UGHETTO, Alfredo MENNA (not to 
be confused with MANNA), Salvatore BONHRIELLO and Ettore 
GIANNINI, the #/T eperator on the Italian ship Je. 
Gerusgalemme, were - with the possible exception of the 
latter - equally unsatisfactorye However he was reported 
to have a source (unnamed) who on two eceasions produced 
accurate information from Steel Works in Pretoria 
(?7ISCOR = see LIZBRANDT) and it is possible that this 


intelligence too was passed to his Axis eoileaaue.*??? 


“ith the siening of the Italian Armistice in 
September 1943 #11 organised Italian activity directed 
acainst Allied territory ceased and CAMPINi*'s efforts were 
turned towards his own financial difficulties and towards 
eountering the anti-fascist elements of the Italian 
community in Lourengo Merquese He also kept in close 
touch with WERZ to whom he handed over his more reliable 
agents and the confidential records of his organisation. 
When pressed by the Portuguese authorities to state his 
eurrent loyalties he declared himself the official 
representative of Mussolini's government, which the 


Governor General refused to accept, >’? and shortly 
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afterwards he left Portuguese Sast africa, ‘9°? 


At this point it will be convenient to break off the 
P.E.A. story and turn to a spy case in the Union with 


which WERZ had no direct concern. 


The agent in question, Robey LIZBRANDT, was sent to 
South Africa by Abteilung II of the Abwehr and landed by 
rubber dinghy, allegedly from a U-boat (later denied), on 
15060410092? He was a well known heavy-weight boxer, who 
had been South African champion in 1937, but who had 
become imbued with Nazi ideas on a visit to Germany. His 
first action on landing was to get in touch with local 
members of the OSSSWA BRANDWAG, and shortly afterwards was 
in contact with Dr. VAN runsBurc, ‘©? to whom he submitted 
certain proposals for changing the organisation of the 
O.B., to which VAN RENSBURG and his chief officers would 
not agree. LIEBRANDT therefore announced that he was 
going te form his own organisation which was to be called 
NASIONAAL SOSIALISTI£SE REBELLE, and travelled extensively 
through the Transvaal recruiting for it. 


LIZBRANDT made little secret of the fact that he had 
been sent to South Africa by the German Government, who 
had supplied him with a transmitter, a code, 710,000, 
etc., to start a rebellion with the overthrow of the Smuts 
Government as its objective. At the same time various 
acts of sabotage were committed in the Transvaal which it 


was clear, from direct and circumstantial evidence, had 


been perpetrated by members of LIEBRANDT's organisation, 
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known locally as the pournasre.‘©1) It is just worth 
noting in passing that one of those connected with 
LIEBRANDT was D.K. THERON, an employee of the [500K Steel 
Works, Pretoria, later killed in an explosion on the 
railway near Pretoria (7 while engaged in sabotage); and 
thet a small raid to obtain sabotage material is also said 
to have been carried out at the same works by the same 
group of people. 92? Conceivably this may tie up with 
CAMPINI*s agent in a steel works in Pretoria. ‘93? 


On 24.1241 LIEBRANDT was arrested =- apparently on 
information supplied to the South African police by VAN 
nunspurc. ‘4? He was tried for high treason, together 
with his associates: Led. LE ROUX (or LE ROY), F.d. 
OLWAGE, H. VAN CITTERT, F.Med. VAN Duk WALT, AeJd. STADLER 
and EH. ANNADALE. LIZBRANDT was sentenced to death but 
the sentence was never carried out. It was considered, 
however, that with his detention the so-called BOLANASIL 


was aeaa, °5) 


As has been noted above, VAN KENSBUKG later informed 





TROMPKE that LIEBRANDT had threatened “the cause", was a 
danger to various 0.B. officers and, above all, to the 


agent HAMLET, ‘69? 


Following the LIZSRANDT case, some mention must be 


made of that of the so-called DURBAN SABOTSURS, which 
followed hard upon it, and was likewise of no direct 
concern to wisnz , 697? If the BOERNASIE were now out of 
action, the OSS EWA BRANDWAG were not. 
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in February 1542, an agent ef 

Upicadiar Lenton (Chief ef the seuth African Censorship), 
whe had penetrated and was weli mown and lixed in U.s. 
circles, reported to the police (¢...5.) that three wen 
living 1m the same btearding house as nimselr, in fretoria, 
were strong supporters of the &.4. and were planning to 
blow up & train in the near feature. Shia information was 
sconveyec to Colonel Coetzee, head of the C...u,. ie 
conmpiderec it a ecockeand—bull story, but arranged for two 
of his officers to examine the lodgings and interrogate 


+he suspects. This was done sc hamhandedly that 14 biew* 


+he agent whe had to be moved from ¢retoria to Durban (O97 
huackily was able to retrieve his position and 


in Durban became friendly with members cf the local 
SPORNMJASR, imeluding their leader Jaccbus YAN Hatkvok. Un 
25 ebe42 he Wag s¥wormm in as a member of the inner 
eirele of the v.B. sAcecording to his information this had 
been started to keep the younger members interesteca, und 
they were to form a militant section who would, when 
Cermany had won the war, engineer general strixes, etce, 
to paralyse the processes of government, so that the Uele 
could form a hepublican Government. Keanwhile the ring to 
which . now belonged was actively to eigage in 
gabotage, after which they would make for Feieie and lie 


Lowe 





“This waa not the last time Colonei Coetzee was to "*blow' 
such an operation ~- see below pace whather this was 
through sheer inefficiency, through deliberate jealousy — 
he had a bitter feud with Lenton ~- cr becsuse he himseif 
was comnected with the U.5. or the SnCebSkSCND, is not 
CLiPAT es 


eC Rey 





as 4 result of the information given by pians 
were made for a round-up, Which took place in duly. VAN 


HazReDSEN was arrested, and in his room were found sticks of 








Pa con dynamite, glass tubes for the mamufacture of explosives, a 
: CY) ' mage © 
Ones \f loaded revolver, a stolen typewriter and a duplicating 
<25a 
| o eS = machine; alse twe coded messages. arrested at the same 
} ? tis UJ 
ima: ak : ue ; | ee FURR Nemrea a o iS 3 : 
Gam: warsy time were neginald and Joser JCUSEXT, Isaias VSHMAAX, 
aed as >| 
| = Lis SH | Willem LOUW, Gert ODENDAA:, Henry STRAUSS, Gideon MARAIS 

OO 

O= eo Sea ae : Tes 3 ARETE TM 7 

acetic and amtoine CHANGUION, : 

© x * * 





The agent HAMLET, referred to by YAN RENSBURG in 
connection with LLIEBRANDT, was to figure largely in the 
TROMPS=S 3.d3. His real name was Lambertus Johan 






Feed - 
a 


: aging, 67°) a Dauteh jourmalist, who was alse a professor 
of literature. He was at one time the Serlin 

s correspondent of a Gutch newspaper from which employment 
he was dismissed for his pro-Nazi sentiments. He arrived 


in lourengo Marques in 1941, cbtained a residence visa for 





the Union and married a South African woman; he also 





considered buying a heuse at Seapoint. The first mention 


of him in 4.3.5. is in duly 1941, when TROMPKE (for 





TROMPEE presumably read #¥ih2) reported his arrival but 
said it nad not yet been possible to “take off* the 


transmitter (from a ship ?) and erect it, (71) 


Later the game month TRCHPXE reported to Berlin the 
arrival cf a messenger from YAN RENSBURG who "desired 
eontact with Germany soc that action could be taken at the 


right moment". [ mis appears to have been one of their 


SECRET 














SEC RE | 


earliest official contacts, though, presumably #ER2Z and 
VAN RENSBURG could have met when the former was serving in 
Pretoria before the ware | He (WERZ) was seeking a meeting 
with VAN RENSBURG “to test his personality". Also 
HAMLET’s eee Was the latter reliable? He added that VAN 
RENSBURG might support the setting up of a transmitter. 
Berlin replied that HAMLET had been initiated (?trained) 
and had been paid from Germany but needed supervision. On 
5.8.41 they (Berlin) sent instructions to the OSSEWA 
BRANDWAG to refuse any further support for LIEBRAND?T and 
consider HAMLET as the secret agent, adding, however, that 
eare should be taken as he was a paid one. The 
transmitter should be taken over by the 0.B., as far as 
possible in agreement with HAMLET who had a code which the 
O.B. could use for traffic with Berlin, ‘72) 


On 23.28.41 HAMLET returned to Lourengo llarques to 
report on the behaviour of LIEBRANDT then on the rampage 
in the Transvaal. According to ELFERINK the ex-boxer was 
Supported by a bodyguard of extremists, had hitherto 
protected his transmitter, materials and himself from 
seizure by the 0.8.3; he (LIESRANDT) had also recently 
broken into ISCOR in order to obtain explosives. HAMLET 
further reported that VAN RENSBURG wanted to get hold of 
the transmitter (presumably LIEBRANDT's) to send out 
political and military news. On instructions from Berlin, 
HAMLET was told to return to the Union and steer clear of 
LIEBRANDT. He duly returned shortly afterwards and one 


report on shipping matters was received from him on 


169641, then followed a long period of silence. ‘73? 
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In the middle of July 1942 ELFERINK was once again in 
Lourengo Marques, this time with his family. He explained 
that his name had been found in LIEBRANDT's notebook and 
this had placed him in grave danger; he had thought it 
wiser to lie low and concentrate on his doctorate 
examination. He added that the OSSEWA BRANDWAG had been 
seriously harmed by LIEBRANDT. HAMLET had brought no 
military or shipping intelligence out with him; only some 
articles by himself and the transcript of a speech by VAN 
RENSBURG; he was however carrying a message from FELIA*, 
in the latter’s own code. He asked to be brought in touch 
with FELIX and requested instructions. He claimed to be 
short of money and made various suggestions as to how he 
could be paid. These queries were passed on to Berlin who 
replied that HAMLET's reliability was assumed but not 
proved, and that FELIX should be cautious; they agreed to 
payment being made but said, rather regretfully, that 
ELFERINK had not come up to their expectations. 
Nevertheless when he returned to the Union at the end of 
the month he took with him the ‘Rose’ code for FELIX, 
together with new instructions. The two agents were told 
to work independently and HAMLET was ordered to give all 
information he collected to VAN RENSBURG to forward to 


Germany e (74) 





*“See below. 
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At this time there was 4 considerable amount of 
friction between FELIX and another German agent - or @x= 
agent - called HOOSSBOON", and it seems likely that the 
Germans were prepared to finance BLFERINK to some extent, 
and keep him going, in case they lost FELIX who, it was 


(75) 


gaid, was in considerable danger of imprisonment. 


Onee again ELFZRINK seems to have become frightened 
at his position, and it was agreed that he should cease 
travelling for the time being. Whether he carried out any 


further activities on behalf of the Germans is not clear, 





ag from this time onwards the hitherto copious references 





to him in the TROMPKE B.Js largely conned. 75? It is of 
course possible that information sent out by VAN RENSBURG 
via the FELIX transmitter may have originated from HAMLET 
in view of the instructions he had received, as quoted 


above e 


It was evident from M.S.5. that, at least up to this 
point, ELPERINK had been working as a German agent - but 


apart from this material there was little or no evidence 





against him. However it was decided that it would be 
worthwhile to bring him to the U.K. for interrogatione 
The Dutch authorities were prepared to be helpful, and 
SLPERINK was conseripted for the Dutch forces in september 
19430677? 


5.11243, was refused leave to land, and was sent via the 


He arrived at Glasgow from Cape Town on 


Oratory Schools to Camp 020, where he arrived on 6th 


savenbates(*? 


cece CCL LCCC CLL DOO AOL AAA 


*See belowe 
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Unfortunately, like Basil BATOS, he was one of the 
few failures recorded at Latchmere House, and never 
confessed in spite of repeated interrogations: which were 
necessarily limited by the nature of the information 
against him. He was a typical case of an agent who would 
either break at the first interrogation or not at ai1,‘79) 
Nevertheless his toughness at Camp 020 contrasts sharply 
with his craven behaviour in South Africa during the 
LISBRANDT round—up.e 


Before going on to describe further cases in the 
Union - the mysterious ROOSEBOOM/WILD affair, the long~ 
running FELIX cases, the story of the escapers KRAIZIZEK 
and WASSER, etce, it is now necessary to return to 


Lourenco Warques and Dr. Luitpold WERZ. 


Little information was received in H.I.5 during 1941 
concerning the Herr Doktor but a B1B report of 542.4280) 
on German éspionage in Portuguese Hast Africa states 
specifically: "... Dre WERZ is still the central figure in 
the locality ... He not only uses his position for sending 
all intelligence transmitted to him by agents in the Union 
through the medium of cipher telegrams to Lisbon (on which 
he has been known to spend as much as £200 a day), but he 
also acts as rallying point for members of the 
Stutzpunkt eee” And an article in Colliers Magazine of 
October 1942(81) describes him as Hitler’s “Von Papen in 
Africa", credits him with "(1) cabling accurate shipping 
news which was flashed to U-boats and raiders in the 
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Mozambique Channel; (2) bribing seamen to desert from 
United Nations ships; (3) feeding Berlin intelligence of 
military and political conditions within the Union of 
South Africa, Rhodesia and points as far north as Cairo; 
(4) providing Goebbels with propaganda ammmition for the 
radio war against South Africa; (5) possibly inciting 
South Africa's anti-war groups < though evidence about 
this is largely hearsay ..-" The article described him as 
“one of the ablest of Germany's agents", put his cable- 
bill at £3,000 weekly and reported him as having drawn 

© £20,000 from the Portuguese State Bank at one time. 


With hindsight it is possible to see that all this 
was @ gross exaggeration of WERZ's accomplishments. (1) 
was certainly incorrect; no direct link was established 
between the mainland of Southern Africa and U-boats = 
everything went via Berlin, and even had the shipping 
information obtained via BATOS and CAMPINI, etc., been 
accurate - which it was not <— the delay imposed by 
communications would have made it near to worthless; (2) 
may or may not have been true, in any case it was 
comparatively unimportant; (3) was a vast over-statement 
of the facts, considering the meagre nature of the 
information passed by agents such as HAMLET (above) and 
FELIX (below); (4) and (5) were correct; though even in 
these fields WERZ was nothing like as dangerous 4s Was 


thought at the time. However, at the time the threat was 





taken very seriously indeed and reached Cabinet level. 
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General Smuts, or to give him his proper title, Field 
liarshal Suuts, had been in the U.K. during October 1942 
and one of the subjects he had raised with the British 
Government was that of the threat from P.—.A. It had been 
an exceptionally “busy” autumn for the Allies, including 
as it did Montgomery's successful offensive in the Western 
Jesert, the North African landings with their attendant 
political troubles, and fresh military action in 
itadagascar; to say nothing of Par Eastern problems and the 
Battle of Stalingrad. It therefore argues the serious 
nature of Smuts’ views that a special conference of 
inisters was called, on 24.12.42, to discuss his 
suggestion that the British Government should make 
representations to the Portuguese Government urging them 
te suppress the activities of Axis agents in Portuguese 
Last Africa, ‘°2) The Prime Minister was in the chair at 
this meeting and it was attended by the secretary of State 
for Dominion Affairs (Mr. Attlee), the Foreign Secretary 
(Mie. Eden) and the First Lord of the Admiralty (ii. A.V. 
Alexander), together with Sir Alexander Cadogan (P.U.S. 
Poreign Office), Sir Edward Bridges (Secretary to the War 
Cabinet) and Sir Charles Hambro (Liaison Officer MeBeW#e)e 


The main discussion centred on the large number of 
sinkings by U-boat in the Mozambique Channel over the last 
three months of the year and Mr. Alexander expressed the 
(Admiralty) view that these results could not have been 
obtained by the U-boats unless they were using bases in 
the area and obtaining assistance from agents =- although 
he admitted that there was no direct evidence to support 
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this. The Prime Minister said robustly that P.E.A. was 
obviously a “hot bed" of enemy activity, and there was no 
doubt whatever that agents in the Colony were assisting 
U-boat operations in the vicinity; he considered that 
strong pressure should be put on the Portuguese, both at 
Lisbon and in South Africa, to put a stop to Axis agents’ 
activities. The Foreign Secretary was against any 
precipitate action, though he agreed that a protest could 
be made to the Lisbon Government; but, in his view, 
Portugal was unlikely to take any steps to breach her 
neutrality for fear of a German invasion of the Peninsula. 
This course of action was approved, and it was also 
decided that 5.0.5. should take suitable steps to stop the 
use by enemy agents of clandestine wireless sets in 


Portuguese ast Africa, ‘83) 


& considerable row now blew up between the Foreign 
Office and the Minister for Economic \iarfare (Lord 
Selborne) on the proposed use of 5.0.2. in Portuguese East 


africa. °°4? 


ir. Eden (briefed by "C") stated specifically 
that “careful investigations made since 24th December have 
revealed no foundation whatever for the suggestions that 
there is direct communication between Axis agents in 
PeleAe and enemy U-boats, and that harbours and 

anchorages eee on (that) coast are being used by enemy 
submarines eee Although the Axis Consulates in Portuguese 
oast Africa are an important link in the enemy's espionage 
organisation, I understand that the main sources of enemy 
intelligence are in the Union itself and not in the 


Yortuguese Colonies eee I consider that the contemplated 
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3.0.8. activities ... are likely to do more harm than 
good eee” Lord selborne put the opposite point of view: 
he had, he reported, already sent a representative to 
discuss the matter with Pield Marshal smuts whose interest 
was not confined to Ueboats but who wanted an organisation 
that would be in a position to counter Axis activities 
that might emanate from Portuguese sast Africa, @eZe 
gabotage plotted in P.2.A. and executed in the Union. He 
(Selborne) thought the possibility must be envisaged of 
Smuts setting up an organisation of his own in F.&.A. if 
3.0.8. were withdrawn. He was surprised to learn that the 
Foreign Secretary considered there was no foundation for 


the view that U-boat activity was assisted from P.i.A-. 


The two papers were fully discussed at a War Cabinet 
meeting on 1603043.°°) the Foreign secretary, as we have 
geen, Was against the 5.0.E. proposals and was also able 
to report that the Portuguese authorities had responded 
well to our representations and had agreed to take every 
measure compatible with their neutralitye Also, in the 
interim, opinions had changed, notably the views of the 
Admiralty, who now agreed that most of the information was 
collected by Axis agents in Union territory, although the 
Axis Consulates in Lourengo llarques were @ link in the 
chain for passing on intelligence so obtained. Summing 
up, the Prime liinister said that it must be remembered 
that there was a reasonable hope that, in a few months’* 
time, the Mediterranean would have been opened and much 
less shipping would have to pass round the Cape. The 


safety of shipping in the Mozambique Channel would then be 
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a matter of less importance. He thought it would be very 
undesirable to agree to the establishment of an 5.0... 
organisation in Fortuguese East Africa” against the 
strongly expressed opinion of the Foreign Office and the 
Admiralty. The War Cabinet therefore approved the Foreign 
Secretary's proposals for postponing for the present any 
extension of 5.0.&. activities in the Portuguese Colonies. 
The meeting also approved a proposal for setting up an 
inteliigence Committee in Cape Town where all information 
could be pooled cee 


To return to the story of the agents in the Union: 
With the eclipse of HAMLET, the most important of these 
Was - and remained ~ PELIX, whose cover=name cccurs in 
MeSeSe With unfailing regularity, ‘9 The technical side 
of his operations is described in the History of 
Diplomatic sigint ‘87? as follows: “The agent who used this 
cipher eee (he had the coverename of FELIX) possessed 
several others as well. One was used for transmitting 
press reports, others for emergency and so on. This 
particular one, however, the Koseverfahren, was his main 
operational system from June 1942 to the end of 1944, when 
his activities ceased. He transmitted from somewhere in 
the hinterland, and was at first able to reach no further 
than Lourengo Varquese The Consul therefore passed on his 
reports in his own traffic. In dune 1943, however, direct 





*There was such an organisation already in existence 
there. 
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eomuunication wae established between FLLix and Berlin. 
Procedure was pre-arranced, and callesigus were disguised. 
Hevertheless, the information extracted from the decrypusec 
Crundverfahren messages [ the OMPES B.Je | in whieh all 
the arrangements were described, enmabied tne traffic, not 
more than one or two Messages a Week, to be intercepted 


and decrypted.” 


bn SR 


in Lendon various identifications for #*2Lii wers 
Suggested in early 1943658? out when the back-iscg of the 
3.J9 was read it was discovered that TECMPES (VER2) had 
obligingly identified him in a message dated i ae 
as Lothar SITTIG, a German national, berm 19.4.02 im 
Prankfurt. ‘9°? In spite of cther suggestions, this did 
not come altogether as a surprise, since one of the 
principal 5.1.5. agents in F.eieAe, Dhak 
had already given information that Nils Claf PAASCHS was 
preparing to leave Lourenge Harques to go to the Union and 


this character had teen identified asa “O" referred to in 





i.SeS5. a8 being sent as an assistant to FELIA; and it was 


also known (from ORAM) that “OC was carrying with him 


SIPTIGts edaresa. 2? 


Seth these men deserve some attention since, in spite 
of the most strenucus efforts to apprehend them, they 
remained free, and operative, until the end of the war. 


indeed they were never caught. 
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srpti¢’9?) naa lived in South Africa since 1925 and 
held various not very important jobs. On 4.10.39 he was 
arrested and interned at Leeukop from whence he escaped, 
with PAASCHE, on 4.5.40. He appears to have gone to 
P.E.A. after hiding in the Union for some little time [he 
was harboured by Mrs. Bertha HENNIG who was tried for high 
treason - see under MASSER) ; at any rate he was 
re~arrested when crossing from P.i.A. into the Union on 
1321-42. This time he remained in internment at 
Bavianspoort for under three months, escaping again on 
7e4e42. At the beginning of May a messenger brought news 
of this to WERZ in an enciphered report, adding that “the 
agent [FELIX] was working with VAN RENSBURG ..." FELIX, 
it went on, wished to get into direct touch with Berlin; 
several smaller wireless stations were now ready and a 
considerably larger one “was in course of being 
constructed". Throughout the next two months a series of 
messages passed between Berlin and FELIX, through the 
intermediary Wik, regarding transmissions and procedure; 
and for the rest of that year (1942) and the first six 
months of 1943, a great part of the FELIX/TROMPKE/Berlin 
traffic was taken up with the question of establishing a 
w/Tf transmitter strong enough to put SITTIG into direct 
touch with Germany‘ 23)», FELIX was also pressing for help 
to be sent him and seems to have asked specifically for 
his co-escapee, PAASCHE, since a message of 14.9.42697) 





*Achieved 10.64.4364) After more teething troubles‘99) 
the transmitter worked successfully for about a year. 
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informed him that "0" “an associate called for by him" 
could not be sent.* In January, however, WERZ changed his 
mind and informed Berlin that he proposed to send “O" = 
“the German eee who is a great friend of PELIA's and has 
proved himself absolutely reliable" = from Lourengo 


Marques to the Union. ‘29? 


Nils Olaf PAASCHZ @ “O" was born 3.11-1913 at 
Charlottenburg, a Keich German. He was described as being 
anti-Nazi and half-—Jewish, and was a brother of Ernst 
PAASCHE, assistant to WER4 at the Lourengo argues 
Consulate. After having escaped with SITTIG from Leeukop 
Internment Camp in May 1940, “O" himself worked for WiERZ: 
being responsible for conducting, in collaboration with 
the Italians, shipping intelligence from conscious and 
vuneonscious seamen agents of various nationalities. ‘1? 
fhe TROMPKE B.ds for January 1943 were largely concerned 
with details of his projected return to the Union to act 
as assistant to SITTIG. He finally left on 26020436107) 
and a message of 5.343 confirmed his safe arrival. A 


month later there was a message from FELIX saying that he 


‘and PAASCHE were building a new wireless station, and this 


no doubt was the transmitter with which they were finally 
able to make direct contact with Berlin. it was arranged 
that PAASCHE would act chiefly as a Press News service 


while PELIx himself would send mostly internal political 


and military information, § 192) 





“Confirmed by #ERZ in his Camp 020 confession. ‘9°? 
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During June, duly and August a considerable amount of 
transmitting time was taken up with the FELIX 
finances. ‘ '°3? JiTTIG was anxious to divorce himself from 
the OSSEWA BRANDWAG and asked Berlin for funds to 
construct & news service; he was, he said, wholly 
dependent on the 0.8. for protection, money, news, 
transmitting stations and organisation‘ 194), there were 
insufficient funds available from this source and he 
wanted to make his organisation independent — at least 
financially. He suggested that he could dispose of well- 





forged south African currency and suggested that about 
£3,000 should be sent to him by Uemboat. Berlin consulted 





WER4 who confirmed that 0.3. funds were meagre and that 
FELIA was short of money for his work; there was no 
possibility of sending funds from P.E.A. and it might, 
indeed be advantageous to consider the sending of a 
v-boat ‘ 195) which could take off industrial diamonds (a 
long-standing plan) £196) and ROOSSBOOH*® and MASSER** as 
well, This was only a part of the continuing story of 
. possible U-boat landings which will be dealt with more 
fully later. Meanwhile some payments to FELIX — not by 


forged currency or U-boat =~ were arranged by the end of 

august, ° 107? 

LE OTL ET NET TILE LEE I ET LT OCTET I CLE NEN NE Aa TNENS At ene Nae attic mipnnamnants 
*See below, page 


**See below, page 
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“The theory has been advanced that SITTIG, PAASCHE 
and SLFERINK are not really in contact with VAN 
RENSBURG at all. It was suggested that they were 
using his name to add lustre to their reports and to 
their position, and that VAN RENSBURG himself was in 
total ignorance of their existence and 

activities wee This theory hardly holds water. For 
the German agents in the Union to work this gigantic 
bluff they would have had, all of them, to have been 
in closest possible contact so that their stories 
should tally. We know on the other hand, from Most 
Secret Sources, that SLFERINK is unaware of SITTIG*'s 
identity as FELIX though he may know of him as an 
escaped German internee in hiding. similarly 
ROOSSBOOM would have to be on terms of amity and 
co-operation with SITTIG and ELFERINK, when we know 
again [ from M.5.35.] they are on the worst possible 
terms. in fairness to the person who advanced this 
argument it must be stated that he was unaware of 
the mass of evidence in our possession ee." 


In fairness to “the person who advanced this 
argument" it seems necessary to break off at this point 
and reveal that "the person" was, in fact, Field Marshal 
Ssmutse He was on a visit to the United Kingdom in 
November 1943 and the evidence contained in the M.I.5 
Summary quoted above‘ 113) was laid before him at a 
meeting between himself, Mir. Duff Cooper (Chairman of the 
Security {xecutive), the Director General and the M.I.5 
author of the Summary, 6114) The Field Marshal‘’s opinion 
of VAN R&ENSBORG is interesting: he said that he did not 
believe that he [ van RENSBURG] » though a fanatical 
nationalist, would stoop to any actual crime, though he 
would not stop short at giving information to the Germans 
if he thought it would advance his political ends ... he 
then put forward the theory outlined above, 


it is perhaps just worth mentioning that rumours of 
a “deal” between Smuts and VAN RENSBURG were current at 
the time =~ although they were considered unlikely by the 
British intelligence authorities. '115) in support of the 


See] 
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(116) ww. at 


rumours, to quote the M.1.5 Summary above 
was stated that Smuts had been in contact with VAN 
RENSBURG through a cut-out, a certain COLTZS:, 

journalist now in this country, and had in effect come to 
an understanding that if Smuts did not close down the 
OSSEWA BRAND®AG in general and VAN RSNSBURG in 
particular, he, VAN RENSBURG, would not indulge in any 
activities which would embarrass the South African war 
effort." Although these “rumours” were brushed aside by 
London, it seems just worth adding two short comments: 
the M.1.5/5.1.5. representative in Pretoria wrote: (117) 
"2. Judging by the leniency with which the 0.3. movement 
has been treated in the past it would seem that the Frime 
Minister [ Smuts] considers it of more use alive than 
dead, since their recent activities have tended to throw 
discredit on his political opponents as well as 
themselves. it also serves as a collecting centre for 
the disaffected elements in the country." And, according 
to J.C. smutes 6118) “iy father tolerated all these [ the 
OSSSWA BRANDWAG, Pirow's New Order Party etc.| » as well 
as the more dangerous BAOEDERBOND with the aggravating 
patience born of long experience. His patience was 
almost more than his followers could bear ... But he knew 
full well that nothing was quite so humiliating and 
killing to these organisations as to ignore them 
completely. lore active interest would only have served 
to consolidate and to strengthen, and to create unwanted 
martyrsee So he watched them intently and maintained 


public security and order ...” 
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Whatever the Field Marshal may or may not have 


thought about VAN RENSBURG, the H.1.5 Summary was quite 


categorical: 


from 


(119) 


“VAN RENSBURG is in the organisation up to the neck 
and cannot but be fully aware of its implications 
and ramifications. It is possible however, that VAN 
RENSBURG is insuring against victory by either side. 
Should the Germans win he could point to the great 
services he performed for their organisation in 
south Africa, and should the Allies prove 
victorious, he could point to the fact that he had 
ean agreement with Smuts. In either case he would be 
perfectly safe. ven if the evidence in our 
possession could be produced in open court of law, 
feeling in South Africa being what it is, that he 
would almost certainly be acquitted with the added 
advantage of having acquired a martyr'’s crown. 


“The answer to the question as to why the 
information produced by the SITTIG organisation is 
so insignificant may be a question of psychology. 
Germans like SITTIG, PAASCHE and MASSER must have 
found life in Lourengo Marques, living on £12 a 
month, intolerably dull. On the other hand, they 
knew that if they returned to the Union, they would 
have certainly more fun, and gain a great deal of 
prestige, living a life agreeably spiced with a 
little excitement and risk. If they were caught 
they would incur no more serious penalty than 
internment, which existence would be only very 
little duller than life in Portuguese Hast Africa. 
They would not be prepared to risk their necks by 
sending really vital information which might 
galvanise the Union police into action, and, if they 
were proved to be the authors, might incur for them 
the death penalty, or at least imprisonment. By 
sending comparatively innocuous information they 
ineured on one hand that the authorities would not 
take a serious view of their activities and on the 
other, build up for themselves prestige both in 
Louren¢o ilarques and Berlin." 


Another possible explanation was suggested in a Note 


Rel.S., commenting on the M.I.5 Summary 3 § 120) 


"With reference to the conclusion of this .e. 
history of the FELIX/TROMPKE affairs <- not only has 
PELIX sent very little operational intelligence, and 
that little mostly poor, but Berlin has taken very 
little interest in it. It has not plagued PELIX for 
more or better intelligence reports. I suggest the 
explanation is this:=- the whole set-up is, I infer, 


& concern of Abteilung II of the Abwehr, one of the 
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sone of which is to foment trouble in the Union by 
ostering opposition movements, suborning 
politicians, police, etc., propagating whispering 
campaigns against Smuts and the British, and to 
atimulate the 0.B. in particular to at least 
sufficient activity to immobilise south African 
troops in the Union. 


"The chief weapon of subversion available to Berlin 
is broadcast news and propaganda, and one of FELIX's 
main concerns is to increase the effectiveness of 
these Afrikaans transmissions. 


"Our evidence that FELIX is actually working for 
Section li ie unfortunately slender. It is of some 
interest that regular lectures on sabotage-methods 
have been given in the Afrikaans broadcasts. The 
methods of propaganda and whispering campaigns 
smells of Section II. It is also known that the 
sabotage instructions sent to FELIX are identical 
_ with those sent elsewhere by Section II. But on the 
assumption that Section II is the department 
concerned, it is correct and proper for FELIX to 
concentrate on giving, for example, good information 
about Malan rather than about convoys. A well- 
directed U-boat hunt would bring credit to 
section I, but Section II needs to advertise such 
scoops as the embarrassment of Smuts by the 0.B. 


"There are plenty of parallel cases where Section II 
officers and agents, while concentrating on 
subversion, send along intelligence on the side, and 
where the value of their work does not depend on the 
quality or quantity of their reports." 

These opinions are quoted at some length to 
illustrate how the case was regarded in London <— not 
always correctly as time was to show. The story is very 
difficult to unravel, not least because the M.1I.5 officer 
who prepared the various excellent summaries based on the 
Bed. evidence, accepted what was said in the messages as 
the ‘truth’, whereas the various confessions obtained 
later at Camp 020 and by the South African intelligence 
authorities, who interrogated a number of the characters 


concerned after the war, do not altogether bear this 
out, (121) 
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fo cite only one example: the case and standing of 
the agent ROOSEBOOM = a key figure = was never fully 
apprehended until too late. And this was largely because 
the information about him came from FELIX (via the B.ds) 
who had himself a very strong axe to grind, in so far as 
he was busily ousting ROOSEBOOM and taking over his W/T 


station. ‘'22) 


in many ways ROOSEBOOM was, and remains, the most 
interesting of all the characters in this complex story. 
To start With he was definitely recruited as an agent by 
the Abwehr and didn’t drift into it for want of something 
better to do, as did so many of the so-called “spies” in 
Southern Africae Secondly he disappeared — possibly 
murdered by the 0.B. = but left behind him a full and 
attested report of his own activities, 123) This 
eventually fell into M.1.5/3.I.5. hands where it was 
treated with some scepticism but later events, and the 
evidence given by various Camp 020 inmates, together with 
a fresh look at the H.3.5., went a long way to 
establishing its essential truth. ‘124) 


Hans ROOSEBOOM, or more correctly Henri Jacques 


ROOSSBOON, was German<—born, naturalised South African.* 


*ROOSEBOOM or ROSEBOOM sounds Dutch rather than German 
and, according to his own ‘confession'(125) he 
communicated through his mother in Holland. 
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He was a journalist by profession and had worked as a 
Hansard reporter in the South African Parliament; he was 
the author of a book called "Die Oorlag Krap my vas” <a 


best-—seller in South Africa. 


Although the details he gives in his own statement 
are somewhat confused and mysterious it seems certain 
that he was recruited by the Abwehr: he says of this "I 
was perfectly satisfied ... that those gentlemen belonged 
to the OKW ..." "... their attitude to other officials 
was hard to understand. Councillor Bielefeld of the 
Foreign Office, for instance, asked me to represent the 
German point of view in South Africa as much as possible, 
especially in the Boer press ee." He was instructed 
however, by his spy-master, to forget about this and not 
to reveal the real purpose of his journey to anyone — not 
to the Foreign Office, not to the police. He was given 
secret ink, some slight training in its use, and told to 
communicate through his mother in Holland who would 
forward his reports to a young woman in Germany. He Was 
instructed never to get in touch with official German 
representatives abroad and to keep aloof from any 
political South African group or party. Unfortunately 
for himself he later had occasion to break both these 
stipulations. 


He left Berlin on 9 October 1939 and returned to 
Johannesburg, after some adventures en route which he 
ascribed to the machinations of the British Secret 
Servicee He worked as a journalist and duly wrote his 


book, while (presumably) sending out messages by the 
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agreed route. After the fall of the Low Countries, at 
the beginning of May 1940, this channel was cut off but 


on two ccecasions he managed to send out reports, once via 
South America, and once via a woman being repatriated to 
Germany after the ship she had been travelling in was 


scuttled.‘ '26) 


While out of touch with Surope some 
important shipping news came into his possession and, in 
spite of his briefing instructions, he thought it 
important enough to send a messenger with it to Lourengo 
Marques; his messenger was treated “rather unfriendlily 
by the timid representative of the Keich" (WERZ). At the 
time of the fall of France he learned that a warrant Was 
out for his arrest and, believing the war was nearly 
over, gave himself up. He was interned but apparently 
remained in touch with friends outside the camp as he 
claims to have sent out a report of a police attack on 
internees which was broadcast on the German Afrikaans 
Service. After this the 0.B. made overtures to hin, 
which with some hesitation, he accepted and allowed them 
to arrange his escape. ‘'27) 


He became embroiled in the internal dissentions of 
the 0.B. but set to to construct several W/T 
transmitters, helped = or in some cases hindered < by 
various ©.B. members. This does not seem to have been 
very successful technically. Nor did he get much 
financial backing from the ©.B. He complained that VAN 
RENSBURG apparently found it much more important to 
“arrange prayer meetings instead of giving us the 
possibility of an efficient news service". sSefore the 
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Madagascar landings ROOSEBOOM claims to have sent a 
number of warnings to Lourengo iarques but nothing was 
done to pass them on: “Apparently the gentlemen in the 
neutral Portuguese Sast Africa, with quite a number of 
refugees kept by the Reich, were not able to do a 
fraction of what we did in enemy country. ! 128) 


At this point SITTIG comes into the story. He 
arrived back in the Union from Lourengo Harques bringing 
with him a new code for ROOSEBOOK,. At first the two men 
seem to have worked together quite amicably but this did 
not last for long. SITTIG, who had taken over the coding 
and decoding side of the operation, was living on a farm 
near Pretoria in direct contact with VAN RENSBURG, while 
the transmitter (and presumably ROOSEBOOM) was in 
Johannesburg. fo a large extent the reports were edited 
by VAN RSNSBURG and ROOSEBOOM complained “When 
transmissions to Lourengo Marques began he (VAN RENSBURG) 


made it a condition that no news about ships in which 
woth Africans were serving, should be transmitted.* I 


protested repeatedly against this condition, but had, 
however, to give in in order to transmit at ali, 129) 
After about two months’ collaboration the partnership 
began to crumble and SITTIG took over the transmitter 
despite bitter protests from ROOSEBOOM, It was almost 
certainly at this point that the traces in the TROMPKE 
Beds began, ‘ 139) The first mention is on 20.7242 when 
PELIX passed on a message to OKW Abteilung FRITZ, of 
ROOSEZBOOM*s adherence to his (FSLIX's) organisation owing 





*iy italics. 
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to the sundering of ROOSSBOOM's links with Germany and 
asking for confirmation of his status as 4 German agent 


tas there were some doubts of this in 0.8. circles." 


It is pretty clear from the terms of the messages 
that followed that WER2 was trying to bring about the 
dismissal of ROOSEZBOOM in favour of his own nominee 
STPTIG. But on 5-10-42 Berlin informed him that OaW 
desired the retention of ROOSEBOCM who was to restrict 
himself to military information and keep clear of 
politics; collaboration between ROOSSBOCK and Flix was 
undesirable, and it was assumed the former could transmit 
independently; he was to be paid £50 monthly for 
expenses. WERZ protested vehemently against these 
instructions and finally persuaded Berlin to leave the 
matter in his handse He and FELIX continued to work 
against ROOSSBOOM, and FELIX reported holding many 
eonversations with VAN RENSBURG who had declared himself 
ready to take full responsibility for his (ROOSSBOON's) 
liquidation at the first sign of treachery.‘ 13") 


later in the month RCOSEBOOM explained to FuLix, 
which message was passed on to TROMPKE (WERZ), that he 
had dealt with the OKW only, and named in particular 
Geheimrat BIELEFSLD and Grossadmiral DOENITZ.* The order 
that he had received from Lourengo Marques » [ sacking him| 
in which he did not at all believe, meant that he had 
been torn away from his work which he had hitherto 


ee iaanenemenmnennnaeaenenaneelnenmmnmmnmnneaeael 


“There was postwar confirmation that ee as he 
claimed, an Abt. I. Marine agent.(132 
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executed perfectly. He was, at this point being financed 
by one, Walter Herbert WILD on whose farm he had a W/T 
transmitter and also by some members of the 0.B. notably 
a high official from the Transvaal called JexLinc.‘'33) 


It was at the end of June 1943 that ROOSEBOOM wrote 
his ‘confession’, stating: “I am making this declaration 
out of my own free will without being forced to do it, 
only for the possibility that something may happen to me, 
in order to give my collaborators an explanation for 
their activities woe 134) It was counter=-signed by his 
two principal associates and then handed over to WILD to 
hide; it was put into a bottle which was cemented into a 
wall, and held as a threat against VAN RENSBURG, for whom 
it is clear ROOSEBOOM had developed an almost 
pathological hatred and (quite justifiable) fear. 


Walter KRAIZIZEK was already implicated in the story 
and took it a stage further. He was a German who had 
arrived in South Africa in November 1936, made a trip to 
Germany in late 1938 and was back again in the Union in 
March 1939. He was interned on 14.9.39, escaped in April 
1942 and was almost immediately re-captured; in March 
1943 he escaped again ~- this time with Herbert MASSER. 


At the end of the month he met ROOSEBOOM who 
confided that he was in a desperate position and asked 
for his help. ROOSEBOOM related his story to KRAIZIZEK 
in the same terms as his ‘confession’: he explained that 


he was a G.1l.5. agent and had been sent from Germany 


after the Polish campaign; he had a mission from Admiral 
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Deenitz, then chief of the U-boat Waffe; this mission 
consisted in reporting ships’ movements in Durban and 
Cape Town; he had worked originally with two assistants 
(one of them an 0.B. General) and later with VAN 
RENSBURG, on whose farm he operated the transmitter to 
Lourengo WMarques; this continued until WERZ replaced him 
by one of his own staff from P.&.A. ROOSEBOOM was very 
bitter about this but felt it his duty to go on with his 
work deapite WERZ's message that he was not wanted any 
more, and asked KRAIZIZEX to deliver a new transmitting 
plan to the first German Consul he met, if possible, not 
WERZ. [ At this time KRAIZIZEK and MASSER were planning 
to escape to Portuguese West Africa. | Unfortunately for 
ROOSEBOOM, KRAIZIZGEK now encountered SITTiIG and VAN 
RENSBURG, who managed to persuade him to accept their 
version of the story and, in the event, he handed over 
ROOSEBOOM'’s transmitting plan to them. At this meeting 
VAN KENSBURG repeated the threat of having ROOSEBOOM 
killed in the near future because he was dangerous, ‘135? 
Incidentally this confirmed an earlier story that 
KRAIZIZER had heard from another German called ANDERSON 
who had asserted that VAN RENSBURG thought ROOSEBOOM a 
danger to the whole cause and said that he would have to 
be killed one day before he could turn State evidence 
againet the 0.3. and VAN RENSBURG himself.‘'3°) mis 
story was also corroborated by masse, '137) 


Now follows one of those unfortunate episodes based 
on believing too closely in what the M.S.5. information 
appeared to mean ~ and getting it wrong. 
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ROOSEBOOM did not, as we have seen, give up the 
struggle to carry on his espionage activities, and 
contrived to build another transmitting set with the 
assistance of his friend WILD, who was a wireless 
engineers This set was stolen from them ~ possibly by 
the 0.B. = but, with persistence worthy of a better 
eause, they set to and built yet another one. About this 
time there was some talk that MASSER would operate 
it. 138) He, however, for no particular reason decided 
that WILD was not to be trusted and, because of this, 
distrusted ROOSEBOOM as well and went over to the 
opposition, ‘139? 


Meanwhile KRAIZIZEK had proceeded with his escape 
plans and after some misadventures arrived in Lourenco 
Marquese He had been detained en route by the Portuguese 
police who took from him various papers including 4 
(140) 
codee 


that he might be in danger and should close down his 


This led WERZ to warn SITTIG, on 1467643, 


operations for a week or two. He also informed him 
(FELIX), specifically that "MASSER’s set" was on engineer 
WILD's farm between Johannesburg and Pretoria, and that 
there was a store of spare parts there. WILD did not 
want to put his set at the disposal of the 0.3B., as he 
believed ROOSEBOOM, but apparently in KRAIZIZEK's 
opinion, “he is useful and reliable". It was suggested 
that FELIX “should enlighten WILD about ROOSEBOOM", and 


if expedient adopt him (WILD) into his organisation, but 
without masszr, (141) 
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This bland assumption by WERZ that WILD could be 
talked over as easily as the simple-minded pair, MASSER 
and ARAIZIZ&4, and would then be happy te hand cver his 
set to Felli, was taken to be a fait accompli by the 
5.1.5./8.I.5 representative in Pretoria. On this slender 
evidence it became a fixed belief that SiTTICG was 
operating this set and that WILD was a member of the 


rlans were made to get him (WILD) 
arrested and his farm raided in the hopes cf picking up 
SITTIG and/or PAASCHZ; and various ingenious schemes for 
planting evidence on him were suggested, since it was 
necessary to conceal the real source of information, ‘143? 
However London was more cautious for two good reasons: 
(a) Field Sarshal ssuts was in the U.K. and the whole 
Case was under discussion with him; and (b) the agent 
BLFERINK @ HARL:T was due to arrive at Camp 020 and, it 
was hoped, would supply more ‘usable’ information about 
the whole PELIX-VAN RENSBUKG-O.8. group. ‘'44) 


Prom Cetober 28th to Reovenber 4th WILD went missing 
but was gaid to be ill; and at the end of the month an 
obliging ploughman came along to the south african police 
with the story that he had seen a transmitting set on 
WILD's farm, but a visit by the police disclosed only a 
receiving-set for which he had a Licence, ‘ 145) News of 
this did net reach the M.I.5/3.1.5. representative in 
Pretoria [ ita jor ityde’] until the end of December when he 
Was told of it by Brigadier Lenton, the Chief of South 
african Censership. 
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HOOSEBOOM, too, disappeared about the same time but 
in his case there was no (known) resurrection. It seems 
more than probable that KRAIZIZEK and MASSER were correct 
in their strong belief that he was murdered by the CSSEWA 
BRANDWAG . 
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Hans Herbert MASSER, who has been frequently 
mentioned above, was a notorious escaper - three times 
all told — and deserves some small mention only because 


- he waa involved with a number of more important 


characters ~ VAN RENSBURG, HOCSZS00M and WILD among 
them ~ and eventually became a Camp 020 case. (161) 


A German by birth [ ». 17211213 in Upper sitesial, he 
went to South Africa in October 1936 with the intention 
of becoming a farmer. Cwing to lack of funds this 
project fell through and instead he became a commercial 
pilot and, later, a flying instructor: but had to hand in 
his licence at the beginning ef the war. He was interned 
in June 1940 and escaped, for the first time, on 4.10.40 
but was captured ten days later and re-interned; on this 
cecasion he had no cutside help. His second escape, in 
December 1940, was made in company with Herman HSNNIG, a 
high-ranking ©.B. officer, who made ail the arrangements. 
Guteide they were met by Mrs. Bertha HENNIG (no relation) 
of whom more anon. The two men parted company and MASSER » 
made hia way to Lourengo Marques where he arrived in 
January 1941 and reported to the German Consulate. ‘ 162) 


In July he decided to try and get back to Germany 
and stowed away on a Portuguese ship, only to be found 
and taken off at Cape Town on 31.7.41. He Was once more 
interned and from the camp sent out a secret ink letter, 
containing among other items, some shipping information 
and a denunciation of . (the principal 


$.1.3. agent in Lonronne Marques). This letter appears 
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to have got into the hands of Bertha HENNIG who forwarded 
it to P.EeA. 6 163) What happened next is not well- 
documented, [ massage is extremely reticent in both his 
Camp 020 confession and his later statement to the South 
African authorities! 1647] but in January 1942 he was 
arrested and tried, together with Mrs. HENNIG and her 
daughter, on a charge of High Treason. Apparently the 
principal witness, a man called LOTTsH, was 
mortereas*'°?? it seems just worth quoting KRAIZIZ&EK in 
this cantante ***? "Talking of MASSER, VAN RENSBURG 





stressed the point that he had to thank him, VAN 





RENSBURG, for saving his life, because if he had not 
ordered one of his officers, Barney BASSON, to shoot 
LOTTER, MASSER would have been found guilty of 
espionage eee” [ He (KRAIZIZ“EK) later confirmed this 
story in considerable detail to the South African 
authorities. | Whatever the true facts are: HASSEX and 
the HENNIGs were acquitted on a ‘technicality’, and the 


former was once more interned. 





On 1723-43, MASSER escaped for the last time, on 





this occasion in company with Walter KRAIZIZEK and 
another man. He was on the run in the Union for 4 or 5 
months, during which time he met most of the principal 
characters in the story: VAN RENSBURG, ROOSEBOOM, WiLD, 
etc. and was hidden and aided in every way by the 0.3. 

At one time, as we have seen, there was a scheme for him 
to operate the #/T set on WILD's farm, but this came to 
nothing. WMASSER's original plan had been to escape to 
Angola but he abandoned this idea and finally settled for 
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One of ROOSEROOM's supporters wished to heip the 
German cause by sending out a packet of diamonde which 
“MASSER agreed to take with him and in August set out on 
the final lap of his escape. He arrived on 22nd August 
having successfully smuggled hia precicus etones past the 
Portuguese police. He was summoned to see WERZ, who toid 
nim that he was most unwelcome. Somewhat overawed by 
this unexpected reception MASSER produced his packet of 
€ diamonds, which he had originally meant to keep ss a nest 
egg for himself, but thia did Little to thaw WER2's 
coldness. It was, he explained, impossible to get these 
gent back to Germany, nor was he interested in procuring 


more from the same source. 


Soon after this MASSER became i111 and on recovery 
renewed his friendship with © (DRAM) who 
nad founded the Pree German Movement. ‘Thie MASSER 
joined, at the same time confiding much of the atory of 

@ his life to DRAM. By now he had developed an intense 
loathing of #ERZ2 and was prepared to do anything to 
‘spite’ him. A plan was made by the British authorities 
for a meeting, in Swasiland if it could be arranged, 
between MASSER, DRAM and WILD with the object of 
converting the latter to the F.G.M. and ‘talking him 
round’. In the avent WILD disappeared and nothing came 
of it. With this MASSER's usefulness to both sides came 
to an ena. ‘ 167) 
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KRAIZIZERK and MASSER were only two of a number of 
tescapers* who crossed from the Union into Portuguese 
Bast Africa by what was wrongly thought of in London as 


aA OAPI NE asa _ 8 
the TROMPKi Escape Route, ‘16 


This should more properly 
be called the OiSEWA BRANDWAG Escape Organisation, since 
the conniving internment guards, the ‘safe houses’ and 
escorts were all provided by the ©.B. and where not 
engineered or arranged from LOUTeNnEe arguese Among 
those who escaped and reached P.2.A. and then returned to 
the Union were, to recap: 

Lothar SiTTICG and Nils Olaf paascue' 169) who got 
away together on 4.5.40 and were reported to be in 
Lourengo Warques in December 1941. SiITTIG was ree 
arrested on 13.1-42 when crossing back into the Union, 
and escaped for the second time on 7.4.42. He took over 
the FELIX W/T transmitter from ROOSZBOOM, which he 
Operated under the control and patronage of VAN RENSBURG. 
PAASCHE, during his stay in P.H.A. assisted WERZ by 
monitoring the German broadcasts and receiving and de~ 
coding SITTIG’s messages. In late February 1943 he 
returned to the Union to help SITTIG with the FELIX 
transmitters and ig thought to have operated the long= 
range set which eventually made direct contact with 
Germany. Neither SITTIG nor PAASCHE were ever caught and 
though a number of D/Fing expeditions were mounted 
against them the exact locations of the sets were never 
technically pin-pointed. 

Hans rooszpoom'’ 17°) escaped on 2.10.40 and stayed in 
the Union to continue his work as an Abwehr (I.M.) agent; 


was usurped by SITTIG and fell foul of VAN RENSBURG and 
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the 0.B. wrote his ‘confession’, and was presumed to have 


been murdered by order of VAN RENSBURG. 


A number of other ‘escapers’ who got to Lourengo 
Marques ~ and stayed there - were employed by WERZ on 
espionage, Or semi-espionage, tasks. Among them: 

Raab von TIELE-wIncKLeR, 6171) who escaped on 
30.1240 and was reported to be working in the German 
Consulate in Leurenge Marques, in September 1941, as 
assistant to Hubert KOLB [ below | in the Press Bureaue He 
also assisted in the reception and de-coding of the FELIX 
traffic, and reported on American and South African 
broadcasts. 

Christoph von wurius! 172) also escaped on 30.12.40 
and by January 1941 was on the staff of the German 
Consulate in LOUFeNnge Warquese His job was collecting 
shipping information and contacting seamen and in this he 
was helped by his inseparable companion, Peter AXCO von 
zinnspurc, 6173? who had escaped on 6.3.41 and was known 
to be part of the German Consulate staff by September 
19416 

Hubert xoLs, ‘ 174) escaped on 30.3.41 and made his 
way to Lourengo Marques three months later. There he 
worked as head of the Press Bureau of the German 
Consulate, controlling the reception of Trans-Ocean News 
[sec above under Alfredo MANNA, pe \@ | and furnishing OKW 
communiques to the local press. He also had a 
Clandestine side to his activities and was one of the 


group who monitored and de-coded the FELIX messages and 


collected shipping information. 
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Werner prensa’ 179? got away on 30.3.41 and was in 
P.BAe by Maye He too had some nominal job at the German 
Consulate and helped occasionally in gathering shipping 
informatione 

Walter eRaizizex, § 176? as noted above, escaped with 
MASSER on 10.3.43 and arrived in Lourengo Marques in 
June. Thereafter he was used by WERZ as a body-guard and 
‘hit’ mane He beat up Georg pepsx, ‘177) one of the 
founders of the Free German Movement, and was later 
described, by his Camp 020 interrogator, as “this shabby 
exe-lazi thug.” 


Three other escapers play some part in the Lourenco 
Marques story: Gunther KisBS, Olaf Waldemar ANDRESEN and 
Werner von ALVENSLABEN. The first two are of minimal 
interest. xreps' 178) escaped on 30.9.40 and made his way 
straight to Lourengo Wiarques where he is known to have 
been in October. From there he succeeded in getting away 
on a Japanese boat but was taken off at Singapore and re- 
internede aNpResgn‘ 179) escaped on 27.7240 and is 
reported as being in F.i.A. in September 1941. He 
composed songs for the German broadcasts in Afrikaans. 
Later, when the war situation changed, he had a row with 
WERZ over unpaid royalties and then worked for the 
Americans. He became a supporter of the Free German 


Kovement. 


Baron Werner von ALVENSLABEN, ‘'®9) porn Berlin 
23-4-13, was quite a different proposition. After an 
early and somewhat murky political past when he was 
scarcely more than a youth, he arrived in South Africa in 
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by profession, was an essential link in WERZ's 
organisation. His profession gave him excellent cover for 
moving about Lourengo “argues, but when he was followed it 
was found that of 30 addresses he visited only 5 had 
pianos! He was responsible for gathering low-grade 
intelligence from Indians, Goanese, cafe proprietors, 
dancing partners from the Casino, etc., and was also used 
by WiEkZ to enlist clandestine mail-carriers between P.28.A. 


and the Union. 


by the end of 1943 and the beginning of 1944, events 
were beginning to catch up on WERZ and his organisation. 
Although FELIX was still operating in the Union, it was 
clear that VAN RENSBURG was dominating that end of the 
operation, and he had lost two of his principal agents: 
BLFSRINK and BATOS; CAMPINI, his co-organiser in 1OUFENSO 
iarques had been closed down and the remnants of his 
organisation handed over, though without Alfredo MANNA 
this did not amount to mich. The network still operating 
in P.E.A. was a somewhat scratch affair and the Portuguese 
authorities were looking on it with an extremely frosty 


Cye. 


In November 1943, the local Chief of Police in P.BeA. 
was instructed by Lisbon to draw up a report on WERZ and 
his activities! 1°4), This was more than convenient for 
the British intelligence authorities as they themselves 
had not yet got sufficient usable evidence - unfortunately 


neither had the police; Dr. Salazar cabling the Governor 
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General that there was insufficient evidence in this 
report to justify a demand to the German Government for 
the withdrawal of WiRZ from the Colony. Nothing loath the 
police tried again and on 11th February 1944 a second 
memorandum was despatched. According to the 5.1.5. 
representative in Lourengo Marques, who had managed to 
obtain a copy, that “aithough full of inaccuracies, the 
report concludes by stating that WERZ is the head of the 
whole German espionage organisation in East Africa, and 
has undoubtedly made use of the immunity given by his 


status to engage in these activities.‘ 189) 


By this time the British, too, had collected some 
strong documentary evidence, which was forwarded by 5.1.5. 
to the Foreign Office with the suggestion that a British 
request for the expulsion of WERZ and his subeagents 
should be made before the arrival of the report from 


Lourenco Marques. ‘ 1%) 


the case was largely based on the 
evidence of two former members of CAMPINI's Consular staff 
and clearly established the existence of an extensive 
German espionage organisation, directed by WERZ, to 
collect information on the movements of Allied shipping 
and cargoes to and from Lourengo Marques, and on the 
movements of Allied convoys in the Mozambique Channel. 
This evidence, in addition, established that ERZ ran 
agents into the Union “to collect military and industrial 
intelligence of the South African war effort, and reports 
on the movements of Allied shipping to and from Union 
ports." The statements also gave the names of the 


principal Germans engaged by WERZ to run his waterfront 
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organisation, viz, KOLB, ARCO von ZINNEBURG and TIELE 
WINCKLER, all of whom were escaped internees from the 
Union and therefore were violating the rights of political 
refugees by engaging in these activities on neutral 


territory. 


This time the protest was successful, and after a 
considerable amount of diplomatic activity‘ 197) WERZ 
sailed from Lourengo Marques, with a safe conduct, on 10th 
Cetober 1944. With him went KOLB, ARCO von ZINNEBURG, von 
MUTIUS, MUSLLNER and KRAIZIZEX, followed a month later, by 
MASSER and FREHSE. Arrangements were made for the first 
party to be interrogated at Gibraltar, and attempts were 
made to persuade one or more of them to break their safe~- 
conduct and come over to the Allies; all however refused 
and continued their journey to Germany via Lisbon. Later 
three of the principals — WERZ, KRAIZIZEK and MASSER - 


were arrested and sent to Camp O20] see below]. 


*% ® % 


Before concluding this summary it is convenient to 
re-trace events in the Union. As already related, the 
5.1.5./M.1.5 representative in Pretoria was pre~occupied 
with the WILD/ROOSEBOOM angle of the case from the 
beginning of 1944 to mid-March when the KROOSEBOCH 
confession was handed over. But, as always, the main 
investigations centred round the whereabouts of SITTIG and 


PAASCHE and their respective transmitters. 
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To recap briefly: in August 1943 a set believed to be 
that of SITTIG* was plotted from bearings taken by fixed 
D/F stations and located — as far as such a thing was 
possible —- as somewhere in Bechuanaland. ‘ 199) iobile 
Units (i.Us) were needed to pin=-point it more closely 
though two farms owned by a man called WILZ were suspected 
to be the most probable location. Nine days were spent 
trying to locate the transmitter, without success, partly 
owing to the technical difficulties which were inherent in 
the terrain and partly because the territory in which the 
expedition was operating can best be described as "0.B. 
country", 19°) No further action against WILZ or anyone 
else was possible in the following month (October) since 
Colonel Baston, head of the South African Police, was on 
leave and his deputy CONTZEE had a strong anti-British 
bias and was almost certainly connected with the 
BROEDERBOND, ‘ 191) But behind the scenes various technical 
investigations went ahead, ' 192) 


it should also be noted that this period of 
restricted activity on the part of the British 
intelligence representatives coincided with the absence of 
Field Marshal Smuts on a visit to the U.x. [ steve ]. 
During the weeks he was in London he was fully briefed on 
the case and expressed his wish that no action should be 
taken pending the full interrogation of BLFERINK (HAML&T), 
newly arrived at Camp 020. ‘This further delayed the 





*This was later changed to PAASCHE, SITTIG's set being 
somewhere ) she extreme eastern border of the 
Transvaal, (188 
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search for SITTIG and PAASCHE and the location of their 


transmitters. 


Owing to a tentative German scheme for landing spare 
radio parts and sabotage equipment from a U-boat that had 
come up in the FSLIA traffic! 193) (and also in a garbled 
version from 0.5.5.), @ number of authorities in South 
Africa were expressing anxiety that no action was being 
taken; notably Brigadier Lenton, the Naval authorities and 
Colonel Webster - the latter being particularly incensed 
that Major Ryde was dealing in information not made known 
to himse1r, ‘194? As he was about to close down his office 
this was a somewhat unreasonable complaint and was dealt 
with firmly from London.‘'95) But it is indicative of the 
tensions and jealousies abounding in the area; not only 
between the British and South Africans but between various 
South African agencies (Censorship and the Police) and 
also the various British intelligence branches. Michael 
Ryde, as joint M.1.5/3.1.5. representative in Pretoria and 
channel for the ii.5.5., was at the heart of the maelstrom: 
which may have some bearing on his failure to cope 
successfully with the WILD affair which was running 
concurrently. It is hardly surprising that at this point 
he asked to be allowed to return to London for 


consultations; his request was refusea, ‘196? 


At the end of November, plans were once again under 
discussion for a new move against the FELIX 


tranenitters, ‘197? 


The authorities were no longer so sure 
that the farms belonging to WILZ housed the set operated 


by PAASCHE. Long-range fixed D/F cuts could only indicate 
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the general area, and it was suggested that Mobile Units 
should be used to try and pin-point the exact location. 
This was agreed by London, who had discussed the matter 
with Smuts during his U.K. visit; the Field Marshal had 
approved any action taken against SITTIG and PAASCHS and 
stated that possible political repercussions did not worry 
him, ‘ 198) Discussions were held in December between Ryde 
and Brigadier Lenton of Censorship and a plan was evolved 
and the wheels set in motion, at the beginning of January 


1944, 6199) & snag now occurred. On 3ist January, Ryde 


notified Lendon‘2°°), 7 


smuts now says he wishes no action 
to be taken against PAASCHE’s station but prefers to wait 
for developments in U-boat project*. Meanwhile Minister 
of Justice has stated he has persuaded Smuts that no 
action should be taken likely to disturb 0.B. This may 
mean Smuts feeling convinced that U-boat project will not 
materialise and is prevaricating [Prrecerastinating]. 


fiatters have developed so far that I fear grave risks of 
leakage if we wait indefinitely ...” 


in a letter of 19th January ‘292) he outlined the 
whole story to date, with its many related problems:- 


“eee liy main difficulty now is co-ordinating the 
development of this case and its various 
ramifications lies largely in local personalities, 
prejudices and inter=departmental jealousies. 


ieee areata erin nts te eee 


“This plan had been carried on by the Germans '2°1) | and 
the Allies had made counter=plans to meet it, in a more 
and more unreal way. In the event it never took place 
and it is hard to believe it was ever very serious. 
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"For some time I was able to carry on with the 
preliminary enquiries without becoming too involved 
with these personalities and departments. I have 
built up a number of contacts through whom I could 
make unofficial enquiries without disclosing the 
reason for my interest, and so obtaining a 
considerable amount of information without 
interesting the police, censorship, immigration or 
any other authority eee 


"It first became necessary to call in the "Y" 
services of the Cein-C., South Atlantic. This 
organisation is controlled by Lieut. Commander 
Bennett who has wireless directional finding 
apparatus in the Union which is admirably suited for 
the detection of illicit wireless stations ... It was 
only natural that Commander Bennett should inform the 
Commander=in=-Chief ee. 


“eee Bennett was successful in detecting the two 
transmitters, one of which (SITTIG's) very shortly 
closed down. It was then decided to attempt to 
locate the exact position of the one remaining 
transmitter and in order to do this we had to obtain 
the services of two mobile detection vans ... these 
eoe are in the charge of the G.P.0. eee however, 
Lenton as Chief Censor, has a lien on the use of 
these vans ees 


“In organising the mobile unit operation it therefore 
became necessary to approach Lenton and get him to 
call for the mobile units from the G.P.0. I was 
strongly opposed, on security grounds, to informing 
any member of the G.P.O. why these units were 
required or to the employment of any G.P.0. personnel 
on the operation. With Lenton's co-operation this 
Was possible but it naturally involved letting him 
partly into the picture .e. 


"This operation was abortive, due largely to the 
inadequacy of the equipment in the vans, and of the 
operators who were recruited to accompany them. At 
the same time as this operation was carried out, 
Bennett's “Y" organisation reported that PAASCHZ's 
transmitter seemed to have changed its location ... 
The new location was reported ees tO you eee and the 
transmitter continued to work regularly. 


"it was then decided to carry out a further mobile 
unit operation in the new area, and in order to avoid 
any technical faults such as occurred on the first 
operation, I insisted with Bennett that we should 
have all the preliminary arrangements made by the 
experts in Lenton's organisation. In order to do 
this I had to impress upon Lenton eee the extreme 
secrecy of the case on which we were working, and 
then describe to him in some detail what we knew 
about the illicit station. Lenton was naturally most 
co-operative and most eager to pursue the operation 
to a successful conclusion. I soon found him not 
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only planning to detect the transmitter, but to raid 
it at once. In order to impress upon him that any 
such precipitate action would be disastrous to other 
issues, I was bound ... to indicate that the 
transmitter was only a link in the chain of a much 
larger and more far reaching story cee 


"As you now know, thanks to Lenton’s co-operation, 
this second mobile unit operation was entirely 
successful. Now Lenton is naturally asking what we 
do nexte Having established the location of the set, 
any subsequent enquiries fall to the police, Lenton 
is most outspoken in his condemnation of the police 
both as regards their efficiency and the degree of 
disloyalty among their personnel. He would prefer, 
and is constantly urging me to agree to allow him to 
send one of his own special investigators to the area 
concerned to make the necessary enquiries about the 
occupants of the farm on which the transmitter is 
iccated. ‘So far i have been able to stave this off 


"50 much for Lenton. On the other hand we have 
General I.F. de Villiers* supported by Admiral Tate, 
Ceine-C, South Atlantic. General de Villiers was 
until the outbreak of war Commissioner of Police. 
Although he has been in the Union Defence Force since 
then, he has retained his position as Commissioner of 
Police and Baston is Acting Commissioner in his 
absence. De Villiers therefore still claims to be in 
a position to give Baston instructions on police 
matters. 


"it was necessary to let de Villiers into the picture 
when planning the co-ordination of action between 
himself and the Commander-in-—Chief in the matter of 
the U-boat operation. If the U-boat were to arrive 
on the coast it would have been necessary to 
co-ordinate simultaneous action against the U-boat 
party and PAASCHE's transmitter and therefore de 
Villiers knows, as does Lenton, of the connection 
between the two. I am not in the least disturbed 
about this from the security point of view, but 
because of the personal antagonism between I.P. de 
Villiers and Lenton, and the consequent inter- 
departmental antagonism as between the Police and 
Censorship departments. 





“Officer Commanding Coastal Area. 


SECRET 














"In the view of de Villiers, the functions which 
Lenton can perform, in this case, cease when he has 
detected the whereabouts of the transmitter by 
technical methods. De Villiers is naturally most 
jealous of the police rights and has the highest 
regard for the ability and reliability of Colonel 
COETZES, and considers that if instructed by himself 
to act on certain lines in strict secrecy with picked 
personnel, that COETZEZ is the man who should handle 
the future enquiries so far as PAASCHZ*s station is 
concerned. He is completely satisfied as to 
COETZEE’s loyalty. 


"As you will see, I am surrounded by cross currents 
of personal prejudice and at the moment have Lenton 
on the one hand anxious to co-operate to the fullest 
extent, and I.P. de Villiers on the other wishing to 
take the whole matter out of his hands. At the 
moment all is well and I am satisfied neither will 
make any move without consulting me. i do not think, 
however, that I can keep this state of affairs going 
indefinitely eee” 
This screed is reproduced at such length (a) in 
fairness to Major Ryde and his problems and (b) because it 


is the necessary background to the debacle that followed. 


On 16th February, ‘293? Ryde went to Cape Town to see 
Field ifarshal Smuts, who agreed to take arrangements and 
handling of the raid out of Police hands and appointed de 
Villiers to direct the operation. Flans were duly made 
and discussed between Kyde, Major Reay (de Villiers’ 
deputy), Commander Bennett and one of Lenton's D/F experts 
who had been responsible for the "fix" and knew the 
country involved. Bennett insisted that the final raid 
could be conducted by one Mobile Unit accompanied by 
police cars carrying the raiding party of about 14 men. 
The technical expert, who had been in the country 
concerned and knew the apparatus to be used, stated that 
in his opinion such a plan would be disastrous; such a 


convoy of cars was certain to be detected long before it 


reached the transmitter, the li.Us available were not 
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capable of “homing” on a transmitter in this manner, and 
there were few roads in the area along which it would be 
possible to drive in the way suggested. Bennett did not 
ATCC « [1 is just worth noting that the "Y" organisation 
which he controlled, had the primary function of locating 
U-boats in the South Atlantic and the Indian Ocean, and 
Bennett himself was not familiar with the operations of a 
Kobile unit, (204) } A plan offering greater security was 
worked out between the expert, Keay and Kyde, but Bennett 
remained obstinately certain that the whole operation 
could be carried out according to his scheme, in one 
night, and went behind Kyde‘s back to de Villiers, solid 
him his (Bennett's) plan of action and, what is more, set 


the date for four days ahead. 


Ryde, in despair, tried to upset the ruling but 
Bennett was unmoved, the General had ieft for the day, 
Lenton was unavailable and Reay unwilling to intervene 
with de Villiers who had been told of both schemes and 
opted for Bennett's. Naturally enough the raid was a 
total failure as PAASCHE's set simply remained silent '*°>) 
and when Hyde tried to press an alternative scheme he was 
informed by de Villiers that any action which was to be 
taken would be initiated by himself. Ryde cabled London 
bitterly'29°) emis is a firm rebuff to my efforts to 
prevent our work of last nine months from being blown by 
their precipitate action. This attitude largely due to 
the fact that Smuts has told him the details of case 
revealed by WW. | WA3.3. and i have refused his request 
to supply them." Smuts, he added in a further 
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Sennett that I take the strongest exception to x 
interference in thig matter in the face of tne op 


expressed by the tecimical advisers. He is net famiiiar 


with the details ef the operation of an AL. nor nas he 


: 


ever visited the country in which the operation nas had to 
be conducted. Furthermore he is unaware of tne detaiis of 
the case beyond that which is necessary for the arranging 
of the Mobile Units and his interference Was as jll—timed 


a3 it was illeadvised.” 


it seems possible that dyde‘s bitter disappointment 
over the failure of the raid on the rasc sis transmitter 
ied nim to press for details of FAadChs long after it 


oeeare clear (or snould have become clear) that, although 


3 “s+ 


knew about SITPIG and his whereabouts, txe other half 
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obtained permission from Smuts for the following action: 
the transmitter (FAASCHE's) would be seized by Lenton but 
no one arrested; at the same time SITTIG, PAASCHE and 
RCOSEBOCK would be arrested by the HK.A.P. police and 
placed on board a Royal Navy ship at Cape Town and sent to 





the U.K. 
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On 27th April he sent the following cable to 


Londen:~‘214) 
"Colonel COETZEE of the Police has detained for 
@ questioning @ man whom I used ag a contact with 


in my absence. - This man is a member of Lenton's 
organisation. 


"It is alleged that he is responsible for a hold-up 
of a @r. and irs. COETZEE and questioned them 


regarding the whereabouts of and ROOSSBOOH, I 
age by Colonel COEZTZE& of being behind the 


"Il have seen Baston and assured him that neither I 

nor any of my contacts has ever taken part in such an 
escapade, but though Colonel C. haga been informed of 
this, he, knowing of my contact with , i8 certain 
that I have been responaible in an endeavour to trace 
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"Lenton thinks this is a plot by Colonel C. and 0.5. 
to discredit him and his organisation and is 
naturally furious that at least two of his officers 
should be detained for questioning by the police on 
affidavits made by known 0.5BS- 

"hy contact was repeatedly asked whether i was 
responsible, and about my activity heree The whole 
position is most delicate as Lenton, who has police 
telephones tapped, informs me that Colonel C. has 
stated he is determined to get me. 


"  . I distrust Colonel C. who would stop at nothing 
to discredit me and discountenance through me British 
intelligence in the Union. 


“Raston states he is informed that questions are to 
be asked in Parliament and he cannot think who is 
responsible though he is inclined to suspect 

Lenton eee 


* 5. If this kind of police activity continues ny 
position will become quite untenable for the whole 
story must be a plot. Despite my assurances to 
Baston he is so completely under Colonel C's control 
that nothing he says will stop Colonel C. pursuing 
enquiries about M@ eee 


"... My difficulty with Baston and COLTZiusb is that 
they are naturally annoyed that i should have in use 
members of Lenton's organisation in my enquiry and 


not the police. I can hardly tell Baston that smuts 
and London prohibit this." 


Two days later Kyde informed London‘#19? that 


Lenton's telephone-tapping activities had revealed that 
CORTZEE had set the Johannesburg police to probe Ryde’s 
activities; and a few days later the same source produced 
an intercept proving that the police were attempting to 


produce false evidence, ‘719? 


Meanwhile Ryde had gone down 
to Cape Town and explained the position (as much as he was 
able) to the Minister for Justice, who gave assurances 
that he would give instructions to the police to stop the 
enquiry and voiced the suspicion that the whole affair was 
an ©.B. plot with or without Colonel COETZ&E's 

(217) 


assistance. At the same time Hyde saw the High 


SECRET 











Commissioner and gave him full particulars, including 
details on the meeting with the Minister. in view of the 
fact that Smuts was again in London, the High Commissioner 
thought it advisable that Hyde should visit the U.K. as 
soon as possible and this time the suggestion was 


(218) 


accepted. He did not return =< to the delight of 


COETZEE and de Villiers, ‘219? The former did not have 


long to enjoy his ‘triumph’ since he died suddenly, at the 


end of July - "from natural causes", §729? 


In fact Ryde's re-call had been under discussion 
between M.I.5 and 5.i.5. for some months. The Director 
General had raised the matter with Ryde himself as early 
as 10.3644°221) "The Director General wishes to have your 
personal views on advisability of your re-call with 
consequent ending of M.1.5/Mel06 representation in Union. 
For some time he has held view that as soon as 
circumstances permitted we should close down direct 
representation and rely on best local link available.” A 
point of view with which, after the raid disaster, iyde 


whole-heartedly agreed, ‘722) On 15.3.44 the D.G. wrote to 
(223) 


trite 


"ee For some considerable time past and for several 
reasons I have been of the opinion that a time would 
come when I ought to terminate the direct 
representation of M.1.5 in the South African Union. 
Ryde himself among others, has formed the same view, 
which, I gather, is shared by the High Commissioner. 


"The south African authorities appear to consider 
they are now out of the war, and with the centre of 
eravity shifted to Burma and further East ee. What 
has always seemed to me to be the big risk — some 
sort of Casement rebellion incited by the 0.B. = has 
receded into the background, and the enemy activities 
from Portuguese Hast Africa have become increasingly 
ineffectual eee 
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folice, as you «now, are net sutisfactory from 
our point ef view, being neither efficient nor 
enitireiy reiiable. «hey munages te botch the 
icesation cf the cther transmitter iyde was 
endeavouring tG mar Dicdiaea. and though xyde now has 
i% from WiLD that jLieiG is on VAN BRSNSBURG's farn, 
the Irime winister refuses to arrest him. Khyde 
advice and guidance are resented and the iclice seem 
determined to taxe the bit between their teeth. che 
plain fact is that no Sritish otrsnentavive is 
lixely to be well viewed by the Folices, and the 
position is more likely tc deteriorate than 

improve ina 


2 : 2 
‘Cc* responded on 24th march 24) that “hyde's 
further usefulness in the area was cpen to doubt” but 


that it “would be a pity to recall him at this critical 





juncture.” The 0.G. minuted this “it has always been our 





idea that Hyde should "tidy up® properly befcre 


withdrawing and we have sent him a cable to that 


effect.7'225) As seen above, events precipitated matters 


and at the end of itay London summed up the three ccurses 


of action open for the future conduct cf the ca se; 226) 
"(a) For an H.ei.5/.i.6 representative to return to 
the Union and continue on the cold basise iwing to 
iceal jealousies and friction 1% seems uniikely for 
this to be practicable on a long tarm vcasis. 


4{s) £6r the representative tc be given full powers 
by field «~arsnal omits to conduct the investigation 
as he wlils; picking his own Folice when he needs 
them and having in effect aluost plenipotentiary 
powerse it would be welinigh imrossipdle for the 
ifane sinister to delegate such owers to an 

boc pide owing to Union feeling even if he was 
willing. 





"(c) ic hand over to the Union police all 
information availabie, not of a wost secret nature. 
The WoGusi. Gs confession and the statements of 

glve 2 working basis for investigation. it might be 
posslole to pass cver the information from the cuts 
given by Y's fixed 5/F stations to the police 
through Lenton, though this is naturaliy subject to 
Admiralty approval. This would sive the police 
warming if FAA..Clii."'s station moves.” 
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in May 1945, the South African Minister of Justice, 
through Lenton, asked for information about YAN RINSBURG 
and Pirow and their associations with the Germans before 
or during the war, (231) H.i.5 were pleased to use this 
enquiry as a peg on which to hang a last “tidying=—up” 
(232) 


process for themselves. 


& number of the principal characters were taxen in 






for interrogation in the field, among them MUSLLNE& and 
KCLB; ARAIZIZSX, MASSER and Vlas himself were eventually 
brought back to Camp 020. The information that they gave 
there has already been incorporated in this narrative and 
little that was new emerged. The story already pieced 
together from #.5.5., Diam and other aimee. HUGS SBUGH's 
‘sonfession’ and statements were corroborated and 
put in more ‘usable’ form. The war being over, all three 
were quite ready to “tar 233) and when they had toid 
their stories at Camp 020, they were further interrogated 
by the South African intelligence authorities (734? in 
November 1946 and added nore detailed information of the 
same Kind. [x ig amising to note that ikc’s tongue was 
loosened when he was presented with an almost compiete 
file of his own cables from Lourengo Marques which he 
preaumed had been taken from the so ie Foreign office 


aie . Be SR Set oe 
archives. | [ THSISACOPY | 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED | 
IN DEPAK &TMENT-UNDER SECTION | 
ue " 45 any The Se ei ing ag 





In the final analysis there were a ke three 
professional German agents operating in the Union: 
ROCSERCCH, SLFSRINK and LIEBRANDT, and one in Lourenge 


Marques: BATOS, all the others were enthusiastic 
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amateurs. The first of them, HOOSESOOM, seema to have 


been a dedicated and hard-working epy, who paid for his 


ye at 


dedication with his life. S&LFEXINA appears to have been 
somewhat timid and to have spent long periods of tine 


doing very little for the money he received ~ what would 


. > 


~ 
. 


now be called keeping a low profile. Li=ZDSRANDT was a 


bully and a thug whe wanted political action anc wanted 
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on collision with the ©0.f. ich led to his betrayal by 
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who, it would appear, wished sclely to make life 
coufortable for himself and his mistress, took as iittle 
interest as possible in the missions on which he sent 
sLTTIG amd PAASCHE eee" it is not at ail clear why Ying 
sent in iothar sITTIG, a completely untrained man, to 
replace HOOSEROOM. According to himself he was being 
pressed by Berlin for more and better information from 


~outh Africa, and SifTiG was anxious to go and had indeed 


worked out the scheme with PAASCHE before he got the go~ 


Mies 








ahead from #ERZ. The answer may well be that as a career 
diplomat he was more interested in building up the 
political liaison with VAN R&NSBURG than with the purely 
Abwehr aim of collecting military information, Obviously 
too it suited WERk2Z better that the agent should be his 
own nominee, who he could, up to a point, control; it 
certainly suited VAN RENSBURG to get rid of the far-too=- 
independent ROOSEBOCM,. SITTIG was an ideal stooge for 
the 0.8. on whom he was dependent for money, shelter and 
the transmitter ee. it will be remembered that siTTI¢G 
confirmed to KRAIZIZEX that VAN RENSBURG censored all the 


intelligence he transmitted. 


it is hard to assess the enigmatic VAN RENSBURG. 
Politically ambitious and an avowed Republican, with 
strong National Socialist leanings, he undoubtedly wished 
for a German victory, and made no bones about saying 50. 
Probably, in the early years of the war, he was prepared 
to work actively for this end but as his hopes faded he 
became more cautious. There is no direct evidence that 
VAN RENSBURG had done a deal with Smuts but a number of 
his rivals in the 0.B. believed it to be so. In support 
of this theory the following points can be mades (i) 
there were reports of a number of private meetings 
between the two — which VAN RENSBURG did not deny; (ii) 
VAN RENSBURG's use of the FELIX transmitter for 
propaganda rather than for transmitting military 
intelligence; (iii) his ban on sending out shipping 
information that might put South African lives in 


jeopardy; (iv) the minor character of the sabotage acts 
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done by members of the &.3.; (v) the attitude of Field 
\srehal smuts whe, when presented with a summary of the 
case against YVAN RENSBUNG, remarked that he did not 
believe that he (VAN ReNSSURG), though a fanatical 
Nationalist, would stcop to any actual crimes, though he 
would not stop short of giving information to the Germans 
if ke thought it would advance his political ends; (vi) 
the fact that when the transmitter and JITTIC were 
finally lceated on VAN RNS BURG's farm, ~mats forbade a 


Tait O41 Lt. 


Against this, it should be noted that neither nyde 
nor the 3.1.5. representative In PeseAc, 
believed in this deal; a view shared by the 1..1.5 officer 
who dealt with the case in London.* At the end of the 
war it was the Minister of Justice, not Smuts, who took 


steps to collect evidence against VAN Ret sSUnG and the 


— 
+ 


USSEVA BRANDWAG. The cutcome of these inventin’ Lore is 
not recorded but, no doubt, the ©.8. and the ERC EDan SOND 
became highly respectable ornaments of society in the new 
climate of opinion that followed the change of Government 


in iouth Africa. 
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INTELLIGENCE ORGANISATION AND HI. 
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REPRESENTATION IN SOUTH AFRICA 
TE LEE MERE LEDD LE IRIE IT TENGEN NELLA LEELA PLGA LEDGES GE DEORE AER A CN eRe 
1939=1944 





fart of the difficulty and complications of the many 
Linked cases which went to make the "TROMPKE Case" was the 
organisation of the South African security authorities and 
the changing pattern of British representation in the 
Union. This latter did not, of course, exist before the 


Wale 


in 1939 Meie5 had a “link" with Colonel de Villiers, 
Chief of the South African Folice, with whom they were in 
direct correspondence principally on matters concerning 
the movements of undesirable people = undesirable that is 
to say from a security point of view, $1) there had, in 
1938, been an approach to the Security Service from the 
south African Defence Department but this had proved 
iittle more than a request for advice on setting up some 
sort of parallel security organisation and M.I.5 had 
tacitly refused to become involved in any intere 


” 
departmental rift in South Africa, ‘*? 


cut the situation was far from satisfactory, as a 
note dated 25.5.39 puts its: “As far as M.I.5 are 


concerned, While officially we are responsible for 


watching enemy activity within the Union and mandated 


SECRET 
SECR 





territories, we are in practice so handicapped by the 
delicate nature of our relations with the Union 
authorities that the results are practically 


negligible."‘3 


' 


The situation, however, appears to have remained 
unchanged until a circular letter dated 26.10.40 and 
addressed to Kell stated abruptly "Will you please note 
that as and from the date hereof all communications 
formerly intended for the DINSCTOR OF INTELLIGENCE, 
Defence Headquarters, Fretoria, should now be addressed to 


The Controller of Censorship, Room 38, General Post 


tis 


Office, Pretoria eee” This communication caused a perfect 
fiurry of telegrams, 8.iis and minutes before its content 
could be said to have been digested. From this two things 
emerged $ Colonel de Villiers had ‘now become a General in 
the Armed Forces and his place as Commissioner of Police 
had been taken over by Colonel Baston, and that the Chief 
of Censorship, Srigadier Lenton, now appeared to be 
responsible for co-ordinating all intelligence work. It 
was therefore assumed that Lenton would act as the M.I.5 
link and the Director General wrote to him congratulating 
him on his appointment and welcoming him as i.I.5°s 
correspondent in the Union'4), a month later a cable '>? 
wag sent to Lenton stating “We understand that all 
security intelligence matters formerly discharged by Major 
General de Villiers are now under your controle Does this 


apply as well to GeSeIe(b) duties carried out by D.M.O. & 


io?" Other questions were asked about secret documents, 
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~3« 


cipher facilities, telegraphic address ete. ‘This innocent 
telegram provoked an immediate sharp reply from Pretoria 
"You are under a complete misapprehension. All security 
intelligence matters, formerly handled by Major General de 
Villiers, now handled by his successor Colonel Baston ee. 
GeSeie duties continue to be carried out by Intelligence 


Section General Starff,"‘°/ 


The bewilderment created by this cable was referred 
to the Dominions Office, who consulted the High 
Commissionere He replied “se... Although Lenton's 
appointment to control Intelligence was very necessary, it 
was not altogether welcome either to military intelligence 
or the police .«e." Lenton had, apparently agreed that 
Gocuments should continue as heretofore to be sent via 
Baston or Military Intelligence, but asked that copies of 
such correspondence should be sent to him personally 


without the other parties being aware of it. (7? Nels 





would not of course agree to this. °°? 


At the same time as this correspondence was taking 
place the War Office had dispatched Major W.B. Webster on 
&@ tour of various overseas stations, including south 
Africa, to liaise and advise on port and air security. 

His report on security in Durban, for example, was most 
unsatisfactory. The Chairman of the 1.5.5.B. took this up 
through Brigadier Allen, and the Director General raised 
the matter with Lord Swinton. ‘9? The discussions of the 


Jecurity ixecutive have already been dealt with in the 
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main marrative (pp. Vi-12; and the net result was 
agreement by the south African Government to accept an 
selele With an assistant. Zhe officer selected for this 
post was Major (later Lt. ¢cionel) WHA. sebster, an ex= 
indian policeman who had been for 16 years Chief lfolice 
Officer, P.l.A. and who was, therefore, considered an 
expert on port security. ‘ith him as personal assistant 
went Bajor luke, late cf G.iea. For purposes of cover 
beth cfficsrs were attached tc No. 203 Military «ission, 


preteria‘ 1°? 


» it was, however, made quite clear that the 
3eLeO.e was in no sense to be recarded as under orders cof 
the Higsgion - he remained a member cf the Security xvervice 
responsible to the D.&. personally,' 1?) At the end of 
April 1942 the officers had arrived and the pesition was 


at long last clarified - or sc it seemed. 


For the first few months Colonel febster fought, and 
won, a battle to set up some sort of 5.C.0. crasnisation; 
although the personnel, who were locally recruited, were 
not really up to the job, at least some sort of 
organisation for port security did emerge. iéajor Luke 
concentrated his attention on counter-espionage and 
counter=sabotage and it was through ome of his contacts 
that it was learned of the betrayal of LIEBRANDT by VAN 
HoNSBORGe. it soon became clear that the Police were both 
inefficient and corrupt, as, for example, allowing three 
of the Crown witnesses against LIEBRANDT to be murdered 
and ‘blowing’ the penetration agent (see pe 24 of 
main narrative). Grigadier Lenton's organisation, the 
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thie led to some difficulties. 


The months January to March 1943 saw such discussion 
in Lendon on the role of 5.0.ek. in Southern Africa | see 
main narrative ppe 31-4]. Since it appeared to both 
SeleSe and M.I-5 that 53.0.u. were preparing to ‘horn in’ 
on what they regarded as ‘their’ territory a good deal of 
correspondence, explanations, apologies and general 
smoothing down of ruffled feathers took place before a 
solution could be reached. ‘19? Part of the trouble being 
caused by discussions held in Cape Town between Smuts and 
SeOeBe's special envoy, Colonel Taylor, at which Webster 
was present; Smuts, no doubt with a wistful look at his 
own commando past, was rather in favour of irregular 
warfare and indicated that the 5.0.5. Mission should 
concern themselves with measures to combat U-boat activity 
and also take countereaction against Axis agents in the 
two Portuguese Colonies. Colonel Taylor pointed out very 
sensibly that 5.0... was not an intelligence collecting 
bedy and would have to rely on information supplied to it 
by other services before operations could be undertaken. 
In reporting these discussions to the Dominions Office, 
the High Commissioner cableds ‘19? 

".ee Smuts and I consider that requirements might be 

met as regards intelligence by formation at Cape Town 

of a committee in which all information from both 
official and underground sources regarding activities 
in Portuguese Hast and West Africa will be pooled. 

It is suggested committee should consist of Colonel 

Smith (3.0.8.) Major Ransome (Naval Intelligence) and 

Colonel Webster (M.1.5) and of Br ier Lenton, 

Controller of Censorship represent General Smuts. 


In order to complete the information available to 
this committee it is considered that it should have 


some link with M.I.6. This purpose would be met, I 
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BUSCEats IL weleS weadld be Ere nea Pear three 
bhaeda° repraventats Vee in PORT ANA aR iaat and Voat 
Africa tie COMA Me Intormad bao diveok iO ULL VR 
of mr staff whe would ‘Re Pasponaibie Lay. 3 | 
communicating ‘Ee information to whe Comittee hz 


wh Det M4 COVEY, oa 
4028 Propped was greeted WET LidvhLe anikueiacm ty 
{4°9 ; 

He Teg ht! amd WLth eantrokled LUury by Gelede who held: 


t 


“(a) the propeaed committee is UNNeCessary gad 
undesirable, (b) Host see Pet informeatien eann Q & Re 
diucLeged to guch se GomuLttezs. (a) Gownter=-atepa ere eG 


AML gubwawines ean only be undertealkan by GL pl cma toa,” 





navad aetione (a) Katablishment Of GeQelle Fepresentatives 





Wild, Lead te duplication ef walk OL Weledeg Whieh ia 
entirely reeponsl.uie Lor colleetion of intellic ZEnee (@) 
LULGL@ i reilly nothing for Soeks to do in Portuguese 


~ 


ierritery,) 1) 


However, ivronieally, jolede took this oppor tiund, by 
boat one of their own oi tigers Ga Pretoria m in epite of 
Heled'a proteate that gueh an BPpPo nvtimer: G Wag redundant 
& sings Ryde wag fill. 1 Y briefed on the. question ef the Ob 
* “ Dh $, ‘bey » 1% TIN ery ( tbe x). a a si. on ty. ‘Bre, " Pe ae My eh Age «hi bh a, ty 
VG0raG nateriad, *'< and Wes neiter able to cope with ita 
Local application than their new Pepranenta tive » 
(20) C1 a ee ae Line Vn ye Wa ary gh Wh he + ty aw gy Orta . 
9 ihe Vay Gabdaet ae appraved the setting up 
af the sug gaested committee on whieh ohote WOUWLd now be 
repratented, but had held bar ck approval of further oeOek. 


OCA Ges iry Pelied. $21) 


tar a good deal of more OV” leas acrimonieus 
Comraapondenee between MeleS and SeLade the Limite of 
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question of him attempting to deal direct with Union 
officials on matters falling within the H.I.5 aphere, i.e. 
such ag arrests, observation cf suspects or generar 
Although he was to be the reception 
point for 53.1.3. information frem London, Lourence larques 
and Loanda, any action that had to be taken by the Union 
Sxecutive on thia information would have to be arranged 
through Ryde or wedater, '22) in the event 

appointment was of short duration. He left for South 
Africa on 1364243 and on 27.7243 ‘C* wrote to the D.G. 
saying that he had reached the conclusion that it was a 
waste of manpower to have both ana Ryde in Pretoria 
and proposing that the letter should take over as joint 
¥.1.5/3.15. representative.‘23) mis gave Ryde a far 
more independent position and was, no doubt, somewhat 
unpopular with Webater.‘*4) ana only a few days later, on 
238.43, Mr. Duff Cooper, now Chairman of the security 
Executive, raised with the D.G. the question of whether, 
in the changing circumstances of the war, there was any 
need for #ebster's continued presence in the Union; 
suggeating that his job, too, could be handed over to 
nyde, (25) 


[Notes 


This in fact followed a row cover Webster's 
suitability for his present appointment 
that is not referred to in the M.I.5 files 
but eontinues to exist in Sele. See Ac 

letter 65/230/4(Hist/Res) of 
4060750} 


The upshot of some correspondence between ‘'C* and the 
DG. was the decizion that Ryde would remain as sole 
(26) 


representative of the two services in South Africa. 
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And this was duly agreed to by the Dominions Office, omuts 
and the High Commissioner. A disgruntled Webster was 
informed that his services were no longer requirea‘??? and 


he was retired on 1¢1¢44e 


All the Allied intelligence services were now 
withdrawing their representatives from the South African 
sphere as the war moved away. In March the 5.0.2. Mission 
were told to close down and 0.5.3. was also considering 
the same action. Nor, as appeare in the main narrative 
(ppe 77-9) was Ryde to hold his position for very longe 
From mid-March onwards the question of his withdrawal was 
under @igeussion ‘2°? and matters were precipitated by the 
abortive search for the PAASCHE W/T transmitter and the 
plot by COSTZEE to get rid of Ryde (see main narrative). 
With his mission hopelessly compromised Ryde arrived in 
the U.K. on 1825644 and did not return to the Unione 


New arrangements had to be made and it was finally 
settled, after a number of conferences, that routine 
enquiries would in future be made (as in pre-war days) 
through the Commissioner of Police, Brigadier Baston; 
MeIe5 would also continue to have direct contact with 
Brigadier Lenton on Censorship matters so long as he 
remained in office; and with the Director of Military 
intelligence as long as the necessity arose. They would 
retain their contact with 5.0.1., Naval HeQe, Cape Town on 
all matters relating to shipping security. ‘29? In view of 
the known disloyalty of the police it was of course 


impossible to pass to them, or through them, any matters 
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in the Most Secret category, nor were they given M.1.5 
ciphers as in the past. ‘3°? It was arranged that the "Y" 
geareh for the PAASCHE transmitter would continue and the 
Naval Intelligence staff would pass any relevant material 
to Lenton for such further action as he and other Union 
authorities might think fit. Finally it was arranged that 
intelligence reports in the Most Secret category should be 
given verbally to Smuts through the High Commissioner. ‘31? 


Baston, Lenton and the D.M.I. were duly notified of 

2 the new organisation’ >?) and their reactions to it were s0 
typical that they seem worth recording as an illustration 
of the difficulties under which the Security authorities 
had been operating. The D.iMel. replied with great 
courtesy “ees I would like to take this opportunity of 
thanking you for the assistance which has always 30 
willingly been given by Colonel Webster, Major Luke and 
Major Ryde and I am indeed sorry that this personal 
contact must now come to an end weet 33) Lenton had 

@ already written a long personal letter to the Dee, 
praising Ryde and his “eee very hard work ese put in on a 
difficult assignment in a strange country, and under 
conditions of finding not only no active assistance and 
co-operation in quarters where he reasonably expected 
them, but passive indifference and indeed actual 
opposition woe 34) 


Baston'’s 1etter‘3>), however, reveals as nothing else 
could the handicap under which the unfortunate Kyde was 


operating: 
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